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OT many of us walk down the main street with- 

out looking now and then at the store windows. 

And sometimes we go in! The advertisements in the 

paper are store windows. You will look, of course, 
Why not ** goin?” 




















How Long? 
By Mrs. H. S. Lehman 


OU tell me that God is your Father, 
That you have been saved by His grace. 
But what of your daily communion? 
How long since you saw His face ? 


Your citizenship is in heaven 
E’en though on this earth you roam. 
What, then, of the Father’s business ? 
How long since you heard from home? 


You yielded your life to His service, 
Declaring His will your choice. 
But what is your latest commission ? 
~ How long since you heard His voice ? 








Plenty of Time 


No one needs any more time than he has. It is 
never lack of time that prevents our doing what we 
ought to do. When we do what we ought not to do, 
then there is not time enough left to do the things 
that need to be done. Even the most consecrated 
Christian workers, who because of their very devo- 
tion to the Lord see clearly the awful and unmet needs 
on every hand, always have plenty of time to do 
whatever He would have them do in meeting such 
needs. For, as some one has well said, “We always 
have time enough to do the will of God.” Nor do 
we ever need to be anxious, or hurried, or strained, 
er overwrought in getting the whole will of, God 


done. It is not possible to think of our Lord Jesus, 
when he was on earth, as bustling about in a nervous, 
hurried way. Swiftness is another matter; doubtless 
our Lord often worked swiftly, not losing a mo- 
ment of his precious time, but at the same time he 
worked in the quietness and peace and unhurried 
ower of God. he we are finding that we do not 

ve time en to do what we think we ought 
to do, then we had better let God make a new pro- 
gram for our daily life. He will provide the program, 
the power, and the punctuality. 


~— 


Bread and Stones 


God is more eager to answér prayer than men 
are to pray. No child of God, when prayer.is an- 
swered, can be as glad as God himself is in iving 
the answer. And yet we sometimes doubt God! We 
wonder wh our prayers are not answered. Southey 
has said: “The Lord’s answers to prayer are infinitely 
perfect, and eternity will show that often when we 
were asking for a stone that looked like bread, he was 
giving us bread that to our short-sightedness looked 
ike stone.” God is not so cruel as to give us, always, 
just what we ask for and just when we ask it. e 
loves us too much for that. He knows, as we cannot 
know, what will feed us and what ‘will bless us. 
What might seem to us like a banquet would prove 
to be only starvation, if God yielded to our mistake. 
What seems to us like starvation may be God’s ban- 

ueting table— when we look back upon it in the 
light of God’s own wisdom. 


ax 
Steps in the Christian Life 


We must take first steps first in the Christian 
life. We cannot skip any if we would. As the 
Christian life is: wholly one of faith, not only in 
its beginning but in its continuing, we should expect 
to find light on its steps in the great faith chapter 
in Hebrews 11; and we do. Dr. Arthur Pink has 
called attention to some of these that most readers 


might miss. “The beginning of faith is faith im 
the beginning,” he has said. For we read, as the 
first stop, that “By faith we understand that the 
worlds have been framed by the word of God, so 
that what is seen has not been made out of things 
which appear.” There is no true Christian faith that 
does not begin in recognition of God as the Creator. 
We must believe that before we can believe anything 
else. The next step is the worship of God through 
the blood sacrifice of His Son: “By fa:th Abel of- 
fered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain”; 
for. Cain rejected the atonement and Abel accepted 
it. The next step is walking with God by faith; 
Enoch now comes into the record as one who, “ 
fore his translation . had been well pleasing unto 
God”; and Genesis has ‘told us that “he walked with 
God. ” Then comes Noah’s work for God, in that he 
“prepared an ark to the saving of his house.” There 
is the necessary and invariable order, after accepting 
God as Creator: worship, walk, and work, We can- 
not walk with God until we ‘worship him through 
the sacrifice of his Son. We cannot work for God 
until we are walking with him. Are we in step? 


-— 
The Unending Gift 


God never stops giving. He gives “once for 
all” and then he keeps on giving. Grace is a finished 
fact, and grace is a never finished fact. Bishop 
Moule spoke of “the finished work and the never 
finished working” of our Lord Jesus Christ. There 
in a sense in which our salvation is God’s completed 
~¥ never completed work — for there is no end to.it 
t is interesting to note that the Greek of the won- 
derful word in 1 Corinthians 15:57 means literally, 
“Thanks be to God, who is giving us the’ victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” It is not a once for 
all victory, but a continuous victory. That is why 
we sing the hymn “Moment by Moment.” 

“Moment by moment I’m kept in His love; 
Moment by moment I’ve life from above; 
Looking .to Jesus till glory doth shine; 
Moment by moment, O Lord, I am Thine.” 


The Departure of the Glory 


’ 


N THE museum of the Church Missionary Society 

of London there is preserved a very remarkable 

flag. It is known as the Blue Flag, and is a large 
banner on which, in white letters, stands the word 
Ichabod. Blue is the color of mourning in Africa, 
and this flag was carried by Christian RM from 
Uganda to the coast to announce the death of Bishop 
Hannington. The glory was departed from them, 
they felt, and gone to be with God. Yet Hannington’s 
biographer Grinton Berry, writes: “But Icha- 
bod? No! The glory was not departed. Hanning- 
ton did. more for Africa by his death than in his 
life. Within a few weeks after the news came to 
England fifty men had offered themselves to the 
Church Missionary Society for service in the mis- 
sion field; and Hannington’s name has continued ever 
since to be an inspiration to many. 

The book of Exodus gives a description of the ark 
of the covenant and of the mercy seat, which formed 
its lid or covering. When the tabernacle was set up, 
- glory of the Lord filled it and rested on it and 

m the mercy seat in the holy of holies. This glory 
stead, called the shekinah in Rabbifiic Hebrew, sym- 
bolized the presence of Jehovah in both the taber- 
nacle and the temple. The mercy seat thus became 
the dwelling place of the Lord, where he sat “be- 
tween the cherubim.” The ark was the “throne of 
hovah as™theocratic ruler.” The cloud thereon be- 
came a symbol of the fellowship of God with Israel. 

In 1 Samuel is told the story of the sad condition 
to which the Israelites had been reduced through 
idolatry and the inroads of their enemies, the Philis- 
tines. In their straits the poor people thought to gain 
victory by taking the ark of God into battle. They 
had a superstitious feeling that God would thus go 
with them and defeat their enemies. The result was 
terrible for Israel. Their hosts were defeated, the 
ark was captured. When the news came to Eli, 
waiting at the door of the tabernacle in Shiloh, he 


fell from his seat and died. His daughter-in-law gave 
premature birth to a son, and in her deep concern for 
the nation called him “Ichabod, ” “the glory is de- 
parted.” 

The loss of the ark meant the departure of Je- 
hovah. from the sinful people. ‘It symbolized the 
loss of the divine protection and of fellowship with 
God. It was an open proclamation that Jehovah had 
withdrawn his overshadowing care and left his peo- 
ple to their enemies. 

The later history of the shekinah cloud is of pe- 
culiar interest. This is told in Ezekiel, where the 
prophet is shown how the cloud departed from the 
temple. The whole saddening scene is revealed. The 
prophet was carried in the Spirit in vision to Jeru- 
salem from Chebar, his home in the captivity. There, 
in the temple, he saw “the dark idolatries of alien- 
ated Judah.” God caused him to see these that His 
great work of judgment on Judah might be vindi- 
cated. Beside the image of jealousy Ezekiél saw the 
glory of the Lord in connection with the cherubim, 
the living creatures of Ezekiel 1:5 (Septuagint, zoa, 
the word used in Revelation 4: 6), who formed a kind 
of angelic chariot for the divine glory. The de- 
parture of the glory was revealed in a gradual pro- 
gression. This is worthy of special study. 

Note the steps of this departure in Ezekiel. First, 
the glory went up from the northern gate to the 
threshold of the house. Then it went up from the 
threshold, apparently to the door of the east gate. 
Later still the glory went up from the temple and 
city to a position over the mount on the east side, the 
Mount of Olives. A tradition among the Jews says 
that the glory lingered over the mountain for three 
years, Jehovah thus revealing how loth he was to 
leave his people Judah. One is reminded of how the 
Spirit left the northern nation, the ten-tribed Israel, 
as seen in the stages of the departure of Elijah (2 
Kings 2). He went from Gilgal to Bethel, from 
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Bete, to Jericho, from Jericho to Jordan, and so 
ond. 

ith the departure of the glory the judgments of 
God descended on the guilty nation, This is nar- 
rated in Ezekiel, where six men were appointed for 
the slaughter of the wicked idolaters of Judah. With 
the six men was one clothed in linen, who was told 
to go Sven the city and place a mark, a cross, on 
the foreheads of the men who sighed and cried be- 
cause of the abominations of Judah. Then the others 
were commanded to go and slay alk upon whom was 
not the mark, “and begin at my sanctuary.” The 
idolatries of Judah brought irremediable destruction 
for the city and nation. 

Yet the desolations of Judah and Jerusalem are 
not perpetual. Ezekiel later records how he saw in 
vision the glory of the Lord returning to the city and 
the new temple which is yet to be built, The glory 
returned as it went, from the east, from the moun- 
tain on the east side of the city, then it appeared 
by the east gate, and the glory filled the house. This 
is yet future. One is reminded that the Lord of glory 
went up from the Mount of Olives and will return 
to the same Mount (Acts 1:9, 12; Zech. 14:4). And 
in all likelihood the sign of the Son of Man will be 
the shekinah cloud returning before him (Matt. 24: 


30). 

All this is of the deepest significance for us to-day. 
What the cloud of glory was to Israel in ibamadke 
and temple, that the ‘Holy Spirit is to the New Testa- 
ment Church. He reveals the holiness of God and 
the divine righteousness in connection with our Mercy 
Seat, even the Lord Jesus Christ, “who is the propi- 
tiation [Greek, mercy seat] for our sins” (1 John 
2:2; 4:10), But the Spirit believers have fellow- 
ship with God, He is the Church’s protection and 
srength. She has no power for service but by the 

pirit. 

Israel and the Church have a parallel. history. The 
divine presence is manifested to each. The symbol 
of the divine presence departed from corporate Is- 
rael. Is there ground for believing that the Holy 
Spirit may likewise depart from the outward Church? 
The Spirit never leaves any child of God, but may 
he not leave the external Church? There are indi- 
cations that this may be true. What are they? 

1. The absence of the sense of sin in the Church 
and the world points this way. Gladstone told Dr. 
Talmadge thirty years ago that the most pronounced 
fact in the modern world was the absence of the sense 
of. sin. How little consciousness of the awful- 
ness of sin is found in even the children of God. 
In the world sin is denied or made light of. 


2. The absence of a restraining power hindering the 
commission of sin is patent to-day. The awe of 
God is not on men to hold them hee from sin. The 
influence of the Church does not hinder the multipli- 
cation of crime. The state has little restraining 
force. 

3. The absence of the spirit of prayer in Christian 
lives and in church courts suggests the withdrawal 
of the Spirit. How many believers have no power 
in prayer! In many church courts there is very little 
prayer. This is one of the gravest features of Chris- 
tian life to-day. 

4. The withdrawal of the Spirit in his presidential 
authority from church courts and from much cor- 
porate church activity is one of the marked signs re- 
vealing the departure of the glory. This is not true 
of all church courts or of all church activity. But 
it is easily seen in many places, and it convicts the 
churches of a reliance on other power than that of 
the Spirit. The world has come in, and worldly 
principles govern the activities of the churches even 
in their most solemn and important business, 

5. This withdrawal of the Spirit is seen in the 
dimming of the glory of Christ’s deity and work by 
the unbelief of the day. The false teaching in many 
high places is saddening in the extreme to those who 
love the Lord. The true glory of Christ as God and 
as high priest making atonement for sin is denied 
him by men who bear his name and yet know nothing 
of his life. 

6. The prophetic warning seen in the altered posi- 
tion of the admonition of the Spirit in the messages 
to the last four of the seven churches of Asia, is 
strikingly evidential as to the withdrawal of the Spirit 
to a position outside of the professing churches, See 
how the warning to hear the Spirit is given in the 
first three messages before the promise to the over- 
comers. But in the last four messages it stands after 
the promise, as if the Spirit had stepped outside of 
the churches, which are now considered apostate. 

7. The gradual departure of the Spirit eastward 
(as the glory in Ezekiel), to the great mission fields 
of the heathen and Moslems, is a fact of tremendous 
significance. It has long been noticed how the power 
is departing from the nations of Christendom. God 
is doing his more marvelous works to-day among the 
heathen. 

All these considerations seem to indicate, if they 
do not prove, a gradual departure of the Holy Spirit 
from the churches of Christendom. This glory de- 
parted long ago from the churches of Palestine, from 
Asia Minor, and North Africa. So the Spirit seems 
to be departing from the Western Church to-day. 
What is the duty of believers in view of this start- 
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ling and panting, Sie? There are three things all 
true children of should do. First, pray for all 
the churches, that they may be held back from griev- 
ing away the Spirit. Second, warn all concerned of 
the danger of the Spirit’s leaving churches that hold 
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not to the truth concern Christ and the Word. 
Third, seek with utmost effort to five the Gospel to 
the regions beyond for the outgathering of millions 
for the Lord and to prepare the unsaved nations 


everywhere for-the return of the Glory. 





Are Human Mistakes God’s Will? 


Will you tell me if we can say of terrible things that 
happen that it is God’s will, when incredible human 
mistakes and blunders rave occurred? 

In my own case, the oné who took a message to the 
doctor actually forgot to mention the most disturbing 
symptom, and the doctor when he came made the most 
staggering mistake, as was proved later, and the pre- 
cious little life went out in a few hours. Can I believe 
for some comfort that this was God’s will?—A Canadian 
Mother. 


We know from the revelation in Scripture con- 
cerning the character of God and his sovereign plans 
and purposes for mankind through Christ Jesus our 
Creator and ‘Redeemer, that God will not permit any 
human life to end on earth until he knows that this 
is best. “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? 
and not one of them shall fall on the ground with- 
out your Father: but the very hairs of your head are 
all numbered. Fear not therefore: ye are of more 
value than many sparrows” (Matt. 10: 29-31). 

Nothing can occur in the experience of God's chil- 
dren without His loving permission. We dare not 
say that human mistakes are God’s will, in the sense 
that he wills or purposes or urders such human mis- 
takes. Together with the sovereignty of God we must 
remember also the freedom of man’s will: both are 
declared in the Word of God. But the immeasurable 
love of God, taken with his sovereign grace and 
omnipotence, means that he can and does overrule 
men's “mistakes and even men’s sins for the blessing 
of his children. For “we know that to them that 
love God all things work together for good,” 


-— 
Why Not Smoke? 


A friend was asking if tobacco was ever referred to by 
our Lord. She has never seen the word used in the 
Bible. Is it there? In a recent temperance lesson why 
was the word “tobacco” placed under the temperance 
Areading? 

In other words, will you please explain why using 
tobacco is a sin?—An Ontario Reader. 


Tobacco is often included for consideration in 
the study of temperance in the Sunday-school be- 
cause “temperance” means self-contfol; and the use 
of tobacco is likely to be a question of self-control. 

The word tobacco is not, of course, found in the 
Bible. Nor are such words as whiskey, opium, heroin, 
and other articles in common use to-day that are 
helping in the destruction of bodies, minds, and 
spirits. 

But many Christians believe that there are prin- 
ciples set forth in the New Testament, determining 
the life and conduct of the Christian believer, which 
forbid the use of tobacco. Its use puts the body 
into-an abnormal condition; its continual or habitual 
use means that the tobacco user does not feel normal 
or at ease unless his body is brought under the ab- 
normal effect of this thing: like all habitual users of 
stimulants or narcotics, he is not “normal” unless 
he is abnormal. And the Christian, whose body is 
the temple of the Holy Spirit, rightly questions 
whether God would have him thus subject to the use 
of a drug. A -well-known rescue mission worker, a 
consecrated man whom God has mightily used for the 
salvation of many, when asked whether he smokes 
often replies with a twinkle in his eye, “No, I don’t 
even swear!” 

Smoking has become a problem, now, of girls and 
women, — there is abundant evidence of this in every- 
day life in many directions. Miss Margaret Slattery 
said something on the subject of girls’ smoking, in 
an address at Northfield, that is worth taking to 
heart: 


When you look me in the face and ask, “Is smok- 
ing a sin?” I say, “No, it isn’t a sin, but it may 
make you a sinner, it may open the door to sinful 
things.” 

I lunched in New York with four girls. We 
talked about relaxation. One girl reads new novels 
of the most startling kind to relax, and another 
smokes to relax, and another has some exercises 
which she takes to relax. They asked me what I 
did, and I told them I went to Bop that I thought 
that is what you were meant to do when you were 
tired and needed to relax,— you should lie down 
and go to sleep. Aren’t we silly? Every animal in 
the world goes to sleep to relax, but when man 
becomes civilized he no longer can do it; and some- 
times when the grip of the machinery of life is 
on him he lies awake through the night, and no 
restoration comes to. him. 

One of the girls said to mc: “But, Miss Slattery, 





you believe in self-expression, don’t you, the full- 
est self-expression ?” io 
I said yes, I did; and if you can express your- 
self best in a puff of smoke then do it! If all 
you are in yourself can be expressed by a. puff of 
- smoke, then puff until you get a better self to ex- 
press! And when she said it, I saw a Wellesle 
girl on the edge of the swamps of Africa, with 
a divine light in her face, and twenty little black 
children_at her knees, and I heard them singing, 
first in English and then in their own tongue: 
“Jesus loves me, this I know, 
For the Bible tells me so.” 


Think of a girl sitting at a table in a New York 
restaurant expressing herself in smoke, and then 
of that other girl, young, beautiful, free, who could 
have anything she wished, — her fiancé will join her 
and they will be married in Cairo this fall, — think 
of that girl expressing herself in a group of chil- 
dren who will grow up to remake their nation! 
That is what I call a type of self-expression that 
is worthy of the mind, body, and soul of a modern 
girl of a modern day. You make your own choice, 

o not be a slave! ; 

ae 


When the Christian Lacks Assurance 


What would you think is wrong when a believer has 
no “assurance,” no peace, no “Christian experience,” - 
such as one reads of continually? 

In so many, many cases in The Sunday School Times, 
the Evangelical Christian, and the missionary reviews’ 
reports of Victorious Life conferences, people have a 
blessed “sense of forgiveness” or of God’s presence or 
of peace. It has become a positive stab to read of such 
when one has prayed and besought the Lord so long 
and so often that one feels she must stop remembering 


our Lord’s words’ about “much speaking.”—An Ontario 


Reader. 


_ The trouble seems to be that this. Christian is look- 


ing for “assurance,” and peace, and “sense of for- 


giveness,” instead of remy | at the Word of God,— 
1 


the written Word and the living Word. 

Undoubtedly this inquirer has received the Lord 
Jesus Christ as Saviour, believing God’s Word that 
Christ died for our sins. Undoubtedly, also, this 
one has confessed her sins to the Lord, in conscious 
need and helplessness, and has yielded her life to the 
Lord. What then? 

The Lord Jesus says: “Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, He that heareth my word, and believeth him that 
sent me, hath eternal life, and cometh not into judg- 
ment, but hath passed out of death into life,” God's 
Word also says: “If we confess our sins, he is faith- 
ful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness,” 

If God’s Word is true, then this one, believing 
God’s Word, knows that she is saved, and knows that 
her sins are forgiven and that she is cleansed from 
all unrighteousness. God’s Word is her assurance: 
could we have any better assurance? God does not 
tell us that our “peace” shall be our assurance, or 
our “sense of forgiveness” shall be our assurance: but 
that his Word is to settle it. 

Now peace is a part of the “fruit of the Spirit” 
(Gal. 5:22). Just as we have believed God’s Word 
for salvation, we are to believe God’s Word that 
the Holy Spirit accepts the responsibility of produc- 
ing in us his own fruit, including peace. We are 
not to. examine ourselves to see whether God keeps 
his Word! We are to believe that God does keep 
his Word, and are to thank God that he keeps his 
Word even while we have no evidence of this at all. 
God’s Word is better than any evidence of his Word. 
We might be mistaken as to*the evidence: we can 
never be mistaken as to the truthfulness of God. 

So of the Victorious Life. That is freedom from 
the power of sin. And God’s Word tells us that, if 
we have received Christ as our Saviour, then “the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me 
free from the law of sin and of death” (Rom.-8: 2). 
Not “can make me free” or “will make me free,” but 
“made me free.” Let us therefore thank God that 
this is done, and again rest quietly in his Word. 

Of course we are to stop asking God to do what 
he says he has done. “Much speaking” about these 
matters which God declares are facts in the life of a 
Christian ‘may be only much unbelief. Let us thank 
God for what he says he has done for us and in 
us. We do not ask a friend for a gift that that 
friend has already given us: we thank him for it. 
That is what God is waiting for many a Christian to 


dv: just to thank Him that because we have Christ, all ~ 


things are ours (1 Cor. 3:21). 
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Under God’s direction and blessing that class has gone 
forward as its members have been growing up. Of a group 

or more of the boys who recently presented 
theit teacher with a beautiful “loving cup” in token of his 
five years of service with them, nearly half were charter 
members of the class, while others of the original group, 


Two fundamentals have been stressed during the entire 
work of the class: to teach the Bible from the Bible, rec- 
ognizing it to be God’s inspired Word (most of the boys 
carry and read their Testaments as part of their daily pro- 
gram); and to “put across” the central thought in each 
lesson by a lively class discussion in which every one can 
join. 


This business man, Paul Teas; while still young himself, 
has used The Sunday School Times for over twenty years, 
and he confesses that it has been one of his real ambi- 
tions. to be associated .with its work some time in some 
way. 


It is not strange, therefore, that the Editors of the Times, 
as they came to know of his work and to know him per- 
sonally, — Mr. Teas attended the Victorious Life Conference 
at Linwood Park, Ohio, last August, — came to helieve that 
he was the sort of man they are always on the lookout 
for. They asked him to take up the boys’ lesson-article 
that Mr. Smith is obliged to Iay down for the present, and 
Mr. Teas is now doing this, his first article appearing on 
page 736 in this issue. ms 

Mr. Teas’ lesson articles are written only after teaching 
the actual lesson to the class. The teaching plan will 
therefore have been tested out in a real boys’ class, and 
the Times readers will get the benefit of “experiment sta- 
tion” work. Mr. Teas wrote the Editor as follows about 
how the plan was launched in his class: 


“I can not close without telling you a little about the 
way the fellows received the whole plan as outlined to 
them. First, I put it-up to our class president —a young 
chap ready for his first year in college —as vigorously as 
I knew how last Saturday, leaving it to him to ‘sell’ the 
idea to the crowd in his own way. Immediately after the 
lesson I withdrew for fifteen or twenty minutes, leaving 
him in charge,.and from the look on their faces when they 
came out he did his job well. I simply put it up to them 
through him, that I could not undertake it without their 
whole-hearted support, and that if we voted to go ahead 
with it it would mean that every fellow must be on the 
job every Sunday — that, from now en, absence of a scholar 
would be as inexcusable as absence of the teacher. 


‘“You will be further interested to know that at a meet- 
img held on Wednesday evening definite action was taken, 
not alone just to support the work, but to establish a fund in 
which should be pooled all of the income from these articles, 
plus a definite percentage raised by ‘the boys themselves, 
this fund to be used for the education of other young men. 
Our beneficiary has not definitely been selected yet, but 
it will probably be either a young Bible student in the 
foreign field, or a student in one of the mountain schools 
of the South — probably the latter. 


“In addition to this, the boys turned in and rebuilt their 
classroom to accommodate a fifty percent increase in at- 
tendance, and then they proceeded to get the fifty percent 
increase, setting aside the first Sunday thereafter as their 
own special “Rally Day,” decorating their automobiles with 
special banners, and driving around early in the morning 
to drag late sleepers out of bed. They secured a one hun- 
dred percent attendance! 


“Most of the boys in the class are unofficial members of 
the Pocket Testament League, and attend in a body and 
with great interest their county Sunday-school conventions 
and conferences; in a word, they are consistent and enthu- 
siastic Sunday-school “boosters” at an age when too many 
fellows have come to feel that such things are beneath 
their dignity.” 


Will the readers of The Sunday School Times keep Mr. 
Teas’ class of boys, and his ministry in these columns, very 
definitely in their prayers as we all move forward together 
im the great opportunities of a new year in our Lord’s serv- 
ice? 





When rich Mrs. Stanley went to sleep 
—and awoke! 


4 





| The Women Who Never Knew 


By Mrs. John Russell Sampson 





A member of a perenne missionary family in the Southern Presbyterian Church, the author of this missionary 


drama, Mrs. John 


, is a ‘* shut-in,’’ zealous, nevertheless, to continue her 


missionary testimony. 


This ‘‘drama "’ is published in complete booklet form (picturing thirteen women ‘‘ who never knew,’’ including 


the five here given), and the proceeds are 
Sampson 


to aid Mrs. 
his translation of the Bible 
has alr out to many Chinese preachers. 


used for missions, home and foreign. A part has already gone 
"s brother, the Rev. Henry Woods, one of the leaders of the Bible Union in China, in printing 
Encyclopaedia intended to counteract the radical teachings of a Bible Dictionary that 


ca ‘ 

The Editor of The Sunday School Times, when he was in the Far East, met Dr. Henry Woods, and also his 
brother, Dr. James Woods, at the head of T: Kiongku Hospital. Their daughters are also missionaries, as 
well as the eldest daughter of Mrs. Sampson, who has recently returned from nine years’ service in China with her 


physician husband and their three children. 
Mrs. Sampson's book 
Richmond, Va., for 35 cents, or three copies for $1. 


‘ Dramatis Personae The Women Who Never 
Mrs. Stanley, a “worldly |. Knew 
Christian.” . 1. An American Indian Girl. 
Miss Maxwell, a mission- 2. A Chinese Woman. 
ary visitor. 3. A Siamese Woman, 
A Maid. 4. A Brazilian Woman. 


Conscience, personified. 5. An African Woman. 


Scene: A lady’s sitting-room, as dainty and luxurious as 
possible. Mrs. Stanley seated at her desk. Enter Maid. 


Maid: That missionary lady, madam, Miss Max- 
well,.is downstairs to see you. 

Mrs. Stanley: Oh, bother! That woman ought to 
know by this time that I don’t want to see her. Those 
women are so persistent. Very well, let her come up. 
I may ag well get it over. 

Enter Miss MAxweELL. They greet each other, and 
Miss Maxwell, invited, seats herself. 


Miss Maxwell: Good morning, Mrs. Stanley. I 
have been unfortunate enough to miss you whenever 
I have called to get the dollar a month you pledged 
to the Missionary Society. . 

Mrs. Stanley: Why, yes—I did— promise it, but 
I declare I haven’t had it to spare. You see, I have 
so many things to pay. My new hat—very simple, 
was $25; my club dues had to be paid, $10; and that 
luncheon — flowers are so expensive —$30. A dol- 
lar a month? and now I owe for four months? ' 1 
just haven’t got it, It seems a good deal. I was 
at your meeting once and saw women, not poor 
women, put in dimes and nickels; they didn’t give 
a dollar a month! And do you think it does any 
good? They say about half of it never gets to the 
missionaries — costs so much to send it. And the 
missionaries are so uninteresting, those I have seen 
—except one; she was mighty pretty and well dressed, 
and I told her I was awfully sorry she had to be a 
missionary — she could have done better. Anyhow, 
why send missionaries? The people out there get 
along very well with their own religion; why not 
let them alone? I have a cousin in the Navy, and 
he has been everywhere, and that’s what he thinks; 
he says the Japanese are much more polite than 
Americans and wear such artistic clothes! And he 
says Chinese children are obedient. I wish you 
could see some in our block,—don’t mind their 
mothers one bit,—doesn’t seem as if Christianity 
did them much good! My cousin brought back some 
wonderful pictures; seems as if those heathen women 
you’re trying to help have a good time, with lovely 
climate, delicious fruits and est, such beautiful 
jewels and clothes—all singing and dancing. 

Miss Maxwell: Pardon me, Mrs. Stanley, I think 
you have heard but one side of the story. I wish 
you could come to our. meetings and hear our own 
missionaries tell what they have seen and know. If 
re would do this and read the Survey you would 

now the real life of these women who never knew 
the Gospel. Cannot you come next time? 

Mrs. Stanley: Oh, I never have time. But thank 
you very much for asking me. 

Miss Maxwell: But did you ever think that we 
shall be held responsible for the knowledge we might 
have had, and will not be able to say in excuse, “I 
did not know”? But I will not detain you longer. 
Good morning, Mrs. Stanley. bs 2 

Mrs. Stanley: Good morning. 

[Exit Miss Maxwell. 

Mrs. Stanley: How tiresome these women are when 
they get a missionary bee’ in their bonnet! Always 
wanting money, money for their old mountain mis- 
sions — or some hospital or something in China or 
Africa. Heigho! she has tired me out. I must rest. 

[Lies down and sleeps. In a dream before her 
appear the women who never knew. 


An American Indian Girl 
In the wigwam, when I was a baby, I was strapped 
to a board on my mother’s back, back to her back, 
so that always I looked backward as my people do. 
The Indian has a past, but no future. White babies 
lie on their mother’s breast and so look forward; and 





let, ‘‘We Never Knew,’’ may 


be ordered from her at 615 Brook Road, Ginter Park, 


they also look up to her smiling face. The Indian 
mother does not smile. She works too hard; she 
bears all the heavy burdens; she toils in the crops. 
The Great Spirit, we are told, loves the warrior; a 
woman is nothing. But the chief’s daughter has been 
to a school where they teach girls and like girls as 
much as boys, and they say Jesus, their Good Spirit, 
loves them alike, and has always loved us all. 
But we never knew 


A Chinese Woman 


I represent one-fourth of the whole human race. 
One baby out of every four looks up into a Chinese 
mother’s face. But tears fell from my mother’s on 
mine, because I was a girl. She had had four daugh- 
ters, but each was killed as soon as born. She begged 
my father to leave her me, to wait on her, till my 
brothers brought home their wives. And she loved 
me. But she bound my little feet to excruciating pain 
when I was three years old, because the man to whom 
my father had already betrothed me—sold me — 
would refuse to marry a big-foot woman. When I 
was seven I was taken to his house, and there I was 
as slave to his mother.- She beat me and scolded me 
from morning to night. I was not allowed to go to 
school, only to work and learn obedience and meek- 
ness. Years passed on wretchedly. My only hope 
of escape from misery was’to become the mother of 
a son—but only daughters came. I made pilgrim- 
ages on my hands and knees; I prostrated myself 


before the ancestral tablets; I prayed to all the gods” 


with incense—they would not hear! My husband’s 
sister had no son, though she too pears. At last, 
unable to bear longer her wretched life, she slept the 
opium sleep. Shall I also? No hope for a Chinese 
woman who has not a son. Oh! if there was only a 
God who cared! If there is, we do not know. 

We never knew 


A Siamese Woman 


Our dear country of Siam has every beauty, every- 
thing to make us happy. But all is shadowed, all 
is chilled by a dark bondage, the bondage of fear, 
the scourge of spirit-worship — devil-worship. As a 
little child, I must have a black soot mark put upon 
my forehead by the spirit doctor, and on my wrist 
his charm-strings. These the King himself had — 
the old King — seven rows of them —all around his 
palace. 

It was a sad day when our beloved lady, the youn 
missionary, went bathing in the river, at got beyon 
her depth. Only natives looking on —no Christians 
there, they saw her struggling as in the grasp of an 
angry spirit, which would never let her go; and,though 
they loved her dearly they dared not go to her rescue, 
believing the spirit’s anger would carry down both. 
And so, the onlookers weeping and wailing, the lovely 
young lady drowned! 

This tyranny unspeakable gives power to the magi- 
cians, the spirit-doctor, the witch man. Without. him, 
nothing can done, no journey begun, no land 
bought, no house built, till his fee is paid, and his 
charm-strings, with fruit and flowers placed as he 
directs. 

Since the missionary came, he will not let his 
servants make the offering before a journey. Quak- 
ing with fear at first, they nevertheless soon found 
that no harm resulted. Now they say the Jesus-spirit 
is stronger than all the other spirits, so evil. And — 
so — He —is! Jesus — the all-mighty One; and many 
of my people are rejoicing in his love and care. 

Yet so many still do not know Him. 

Till now—we never knew 


A Brazilian Woman 


We women of Brazil and Mexico and Cuba are 
either shut in behind barred windows, watched and 
suspected like you of India, or we work hard, men’s 
work in street and fields. With us, a man marries 
indeed only one wife, but he is not faithful to her. 
It is a joke to expect a man to be pure and good; 
our priests themselves do not lead decent lives. We 
do not worship Buddha nor ancestors — only the Vir- 
gin Mary and the saints, to come between us and the 
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angry God. But nothing can be done without money. 
The priests will not baptize, nor marry, nor bury in 
consecrated ground, until the money is first paid. So 
the poor cannot be married. We hate and despise our 
priests, but it is they alone who can give us salva- 
tion — of course for money. 

Over the church door it says, “Come unto Mary all 
ye who are weary and heavy laden of your sins, and 
she will give you rest.” And we pray to Mary and 
we pray, and we pay the priests to pray, —but she 
does not give us rest. There is no rest. Or if there 
is, we do not know. 

We never knew 


An African Woman 


All unseen I am a voice from Africa. (This in 
case a white woman speaks it from behind the scenes.) 

Why shaquld a woman of Africa want to live? We 
have only hopeless toil and sorrow. My father had 
two daughters older than I. He sold one when thir- 
teen to a big chief for many cows. But the big chief 
died before six months, and they buried alive in his 
grave all his wives and many slaves. Soon after, 
my next sister was sold and married to an old man 
rich with many cattle, but when her little boy was a 
year old, her husband’s oldest son sickened and died ; 
and they said she had witched him. They smeared 
her whole body with milk and staked her to the 
ground, so the giant ants ate her up. They died, I 
still live, married now two months. My husband is 
not so bad when he has not drunk too much palm 
wine, but then he abuses me horribly and beats me. 

Always I do the hard work—the men never. I 
hoe the corn and gather the crop. When we go on 
a journey, long or short, I carry everything — heavy 
loads on my head, and then, no matter how tired and 
aching I am, cook the supper, quick, for he is hun- 
gp cross —till he eats. 


he worst is the evil spirits. They are in the trees 
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and in the wind, in the streams and in the high grass 
— they are everywhere. And always they want to 
hurt us. Though I tie red strings to the tree by the 
spring and throw a pinch of salt over my shoulder, 
and sw clean around my hut, and kill my best 
white chicken and splash the blood, and put the 
chicken, well cooked, on plantain leaves in the path, 
still I am afraid, afraid, always afraid. And though 
life is not I am still more afraid to die. I am 
afraid of the spirits. I am afraid of the thunder; I 
am afraid — oh, so afraid — of the dark. I am afraid 
of everything, 

Is there any good spirit? We do not know. 

We never knew 

All together they repeat the mournful refrain, “We 
never knew, we never knew,” as they pass out of 
sight; and the echo comes back. Then Mrs. Stanley 
stirs in her sleep, and Conscience speaks. 


“And shall not conscience speak? They never 
knew and you have always known about Jesus. They 
are downtrodden, degraded, burdened, heart-broken, 


hopeless ;—- and you — honored, protected, cherished, 
loved. And the gracious Saviour whose love and 
power over the hearts of men made all this possible 
for you, you have slighted, ill-treated bis messengers 
and neglected his work. Oh, ungrateful one, awake {| 

Mrs. Stanley: Ah! I have indeed been asleep, but 
now am awakened. I have forgotten; but I will re- 
member. I have been re gone I am so sorry. They 
never knew! For that I am to blame. I also never 
knew — about them; but “y ignorance was my own 
fault, my great sin. Now I know, and I shall help 
them to know — to begin I will send dear Miss Max- 
well, not the four dollars, but enough to make 
her heart glad. And as the Lord Christ forgives me, 
I he | do my best to send his good news into all the 
world, 


RicHMOND, VA. 





How Israel’s Religion Developed 


Through expression, experience, 
and expectation 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Prophets appeared in Israel when God had a controversy with his people, as Dr. Scofield makes so plain in his fine 
study of the Old Testament prophets, ‘‘What Do the Prophets Say >’’ (The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 


Walnut Street, Philadelphia, $1.25). 


Shemaiah is a good example of Israel’s prophets, of whom Dr. 
Thomas is here speaking (1 Kings 12: 22-24). What superb courage he shows 
message an army of 180,000 men, and a king and his people, both in angry mood! 


» facing with an unwelcome 
Dr. Thomas’ article, 


concluded from last week, is shortly to be published in pamphlet form, as an analysis of the next nine months’ 


International Sunday-school 


lessons, and may be ordered from The Sunday School Times Company at the address 


given above, at 50 cents a dozen, $4 a hundred, or 5 cents each. 


VI. The Return 

The first phase of Jewish history, Moses and Sam- 
uel, records the failure of direct theocracy. H was 
a proof of the insufficiency of the purely religious 
principle to govern an unspiritual people. The sec- 
ond phase, from Saul to the captivity, records the 
failure of the theocratic monarchy, the latter failure 
proving the hopelessness of the successful develop- 
ment of the covenant people under the kings. The 
result was that Jehovah removed his throne from 
Israel and transferred his power to the Gentiles, 
who were henceforth to rule over his people. The 
results were twofold: the return of a pious remnant, 
and the restoration of the Temple as the religious 
center under Gentile control and protection. The 
story of all this is told in its beginnings in three his- 
torical books, Ezra, Esther, and Nehemiah. The 
decree of Cryus, ordering the deliverance of the 
people, is dated 536 B. C., and, as with the captivity 
so with the restoration, there are three stages. 

1. Under Zerubbabel (Ezra 1 to 6), when the Tem- 
ple was rebuilt. Great joy was felt by the returning 
exiles, though they were few in number. There is 
no record in Scripture of the next fifty-seven years, 
516 to 458 B. C. The book of Esther seems to come 
in between Ezra 6 and 7. 

2. Under Ezra (7 to 12), which was largely a 
moral reformation. Some seven thousand Jews went 
up, and there was a thorough restoration of. wor- 
ship and a reorganization second only in importance 
to that done by Moses. 

N. B.—The commission to Ezra was given b 
Artaxerxes Longimanus, and it is tempting to thin 
of him, as some do, as the son of Xerxes and Esther, 
which would certainly account for his interest in this 
migration. 

3. Under Nehemiah, when the city walls were re- 
built. Thirteen years elapsed between the time of 
Ezra and Nehemiah. The reforms of Ezra had been 
undone, and Jerusalem was oppressed by foreigners. 
Nehemiah’s work covered a period of thirty-six years. 


Vil. The Prophets 


The written prophecies constitute the third aspect 
of the development of the Divine religion recorded 
in the Pentateuch. This religion thus revealed is 


developed along three lines: In the historical books 
in the outward expression of the events of the peo- 





ple; in the poetical books in the inward experiences 
of the people; and in the prophetical books in the 
onward expectation which marked the Jewish nation, 
Both the religion and its development were intended 
to bring back man to obedience to God. 

The prophecies in particular record the efforts of 
divine grace through the prophets, side by side with 
divine judgments administered through’ great world 
powers, to rescue and preserve a godly remnant 
through faith in a coming Messiah and King, and 
to prepare them for him and his Kingdom. 

Two things are needed for the study of prophecy: 
(1) A knowledge of the position and work of the 
prophet; (2) a knowledge of the relation of the 
prophet to the history of his people and of the sur- 
rounding nations. Prophets were raised up to meet 
the needs of the times, from the first king, Saul, to 
the close of the Old Testament period, and from 
the ninth century B. C. their messages began to be 
put in writing. In general the duration of the writ- 
ten prophetical work was about five hundred years, 
or, roughly, from the ninth to the fourth centuries. 

The mission of the prophets included important 
tasks. In general, they strove to save the chosen 
people from destruction, and failing this to bring 
out of the wreck a spiritual remnant with which to 
keep alive faith in spiritual realities. In particular, 
they had also to vindicate the character o sr chem 
the King of Israel against every form of heathen- 
ism, and to demonstrate his faithfulness to his cove- 
nant, even though the people were faithless. It may 
be added that beyond these two divine tasks there was 
also the work of writing prophecies to guide the 
people in later days and to keep alive hope in the 
Messiah, 

There are thus three elements to be studied in the 
prophets: (1) Their messages to their own age. They 
spoke from the standpoint of God’s sovereignty and 
authority, emphasizing loyalty to the will of God and 
the entire refusal of compromise with evil. All this 
was done with the constant and persistent purpose of 
glorifying the God of Israel, and with the certain 
hope that the Divine purposes would inevitably be 
accomplished in God’s own time and way. (2) Their 
predictions, especially concerning the Messiah, call 
for careful attention. This predictive element in- 
cluded the failure of the people, the coming of the 
Messiah, the restoration of the people under Messiah, 
and the reign of the Messianic King over the earth. 
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At this point it should be carefully noted that the 
Church of the New Testament, meaning the body 
of Christ, does not appear in Old Testament prophecy. 
The Old Testament is concerned only with the king- 
dom, which is Jewish and still future. (3) The mes- 
sage of the prophets to us to-day is also important, 
for they lay the strongest possible emphasis on the 
fundamental principles of God’s will for human life 
under all circumstances and at all times. : 

It will be evident from this that a knowledge of 
the history of Israel and Judah, of contemporary 
nations, and of the relation of the prophets to this 
ge j is absolutely essential to a proper understand- 
ing of Old Testament prophecy. Most of the mes- 
sages at least start from rn Be contemporary, 
even though they often extend far beyond the 
prophet’s own day. (See Isaiah 7:9; 53.) 

hen the prophets are thus s‘udied with the ad- 
vancing purpose of God’s redemption, we find several 
stages. It is usual to mark two chronological periods 
before and after Samuel (Acts 3:24), because prior 
to the time of Samuel, while there were prophetic 
men, they did not usually get the name of prophet 

(Luke 1:70; Gen. 20:7; Deut. 18: 15-22; Judges 4: 
4). But for our purpose it will be best to divide 
the prophets into the two sections of those who spoke 
and those who wrote, especially as the written proph- 
ecies come later in the history and are capable of a 
clear division by themselves. z 

The prophets who did not write can be distinguished 
as follows: 

(1) The reign of Saul. Samuel the prophet. 

(2) The reign of David. Nathan, Gad, and others, 

(3) The reign of Solomon. Ahijah. 

(4) The period of the early antagonism. between 
the maaseme (see above). The prophets were She- 
miah, Iddo, Ahijah, Hanani, Azariah, and Jehu. 

_(5) The period of the alliance between the two 
kingdoms. lijah, Micaiah, Jehu, Eliezer, Jahaziel, 
and Elisha. The work of Elijah and Elisha is, of 
course, by far the most important in this period. 

At this point special notice must be given to the 
prophets who wrote books. There are sixteen books, 
and when they are studied in connection with the pur- 
pose of the divine redemption, four stages are clearly 
seen. 

(1) The prophets of the Assyrian period, 840-700 
B. C. The aim was to save Israel and Judah from 
destruction by Assyria. The prophets connected with 
Israel were four, Hosea, Amos, Jonah, and Micah. 
The .prophets. connected with Judah were also four, 
Joel, Isaiah, Obadiah, and Micah (he prophesied con- 
cerning both kingdoms).: The result was failure in 
regard to the northern kingdom of Israel which fell 
721 B. C., but success. in regard to Judah, which was 
delivered from Assyria. 

(2) The prophets of the Babylon period, 640-606 
B. -C, he aim was to save Judah from de- 
struction by Babylon. There were four prophets: 
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Jeremiah. -But the 
result was failure, and Jerusalem fell in 606. 

(3) Prophets of the exile, 606-536 B. C. The aim 
was to prepare the godly remnant for restoration and 
for a new and more spiritual development. There 
were two prophets, Ezekiel and Daniel. 


(4) Prophets of the return, 536-433 B. C. The aim 
was to co-operate with Ezra and Nehemiah in the 
work of restoration. There were three’ prophets, 
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, 


It will be seen from what has been said that 
prophecy in the Old Testament is not only wider but 
much earlier than written Prophecy, and is found in 
the whole of the history from the time of the first 
king, Saul. Indeed we may say that all the Old Testa- 
ment is in a sense “prophetic” because the. history 
is not a mere recital of events, but a record of human 
life in relation to God. It is this that gives such 
point to the meaning of the word “prophet,” which 
means one who speaks out publicly, whether in pre- 
dicting the future or simply declaring God’s will for 
the present. A prophet has been well defined as “a 
speaker for God” and the best definition of the term 
can be found in Exodus 7: 1. 

In the course of study, ailusions will be found to 
schools of the prophets, which were bodies of young 
men who were trained to do this work of witnessing 
for God. The prophet was a sort of “incarnate con- 
science” to the kings. What has been rightly called 
the “Golden Age of Prophecy” covers the time from 
Ahaz to the Exile, the period of the decline and fall 
of Judah, 735-580 B. C. The greatest contributions 
to religion came during this time, and included such 
important men as Isaiah, Micah, Jeremiah, and Eze- 
kiel. It is also very significant to observe the silence 
of prophecy from 700 to 640 B. C., during the broken 
ernment under the ‘sinful kings Manasseh and 

mon. 


VIII. The Spiritual Message 

Looking over this entire period, the truths em- 
phasized deserve special notice, and the following 
stand out for careful consideration and meditation. 

1. The divine purpose. All through the history, 
God’s aim was to bring the people back into fellow- 
ship with himself. It may be said that fellowship 1s 
the supreme end of God in his dealings with man. 
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see the reality and blessedness of this fellowship 
parece - y ype the doe ti af and how it 
was broken by man’s : 3 
forward everything that God sid and 
was intended to he 
oe = fellowship — 
was to become rea 0 e a rance 0 
ge - the cheng, pee of eiption ose 
this fellowship completely and permanently resto 
with God’s pe, Hs aoe. among men (Rev. 21). 

2. The divine punishment, Sin was the one great 
hindrance to man’s true relation to God, and as the 
holiness of God could not be indifferent to evil, we 
can see’ at every point of the history the divine sever- 
ity against all forms of wrong-doing. 

3. The divine principles, Two requirements sum- 
med up ’s will for man: faith and faithfulness. 
The former showed man’s true attitude to God’s 
word and will; the latter man’s action as the expres- 
sion and proof of his attitude. 

4 The divine plan. When Israel showed by its 
persistent rebellion the impossibility of realizing ’s 
pu there was nothing else to do but to close 
the period of revelation with the proplret Malachi, 
and then to begin the four centuries of. silence be- 
tween the Old and New Testament times. God had 
not forgotten his promises concerning the coming of 
the Messiah, but it would seem as though nothing else 
would do but this apparent forsaking of the people 
so far as a continuous revelation was concerned, such 
as they had enjoyed for hundreds of years. It is 
very striking and impressive that the last word 
of the Old Tsctamuent is “curse” (Mal. 4:6), while 
the Divine word that breaks the silence four hun- 


+ 


id in rite, 


dred years after is “Fear not” (Luke 1: js Plaga 


Grace was introduced to take the place o w. 

5. The divine protection. Although these four 
centuries were marked by the absence of all prophetic 
mes s from God, Jehovah was not unmindful of 
the spiritual few who were faithful to him all through 
the period. His covenant was ever in view, and not 
only does it rule the material in the Old Testament 
but it was the support of the faithful remnant in 
the darkest days. is covenant was one of grace 
and everything is viewed in relation to God on_ the 
part of those who felt sure that God would be “mind- 
ful of his own.” And when the New Testament 
opens, there are beautiful pictures of some of these 
loyal devoted ones who “waited for the consolation of 


Israel” (Luke 2: 25, 38). 

6. The divine purpose. It has been well pointed 
out by Dr. Stibitz (see tia | that there were three 
periods of Israel’s history. In the first, Israel ob- 
tained its land. In the second, it reached an or- 

nized form in the kingdom. In the third, through 

esus Christ, its greatest Son, it_was intended to 
ea blessing to all nations. But as one of the 
necessities for the coming of our Lord was Israel’s 
readiness to receive him, they needed for this an 
understanding both of God’s nature and will, and 
also the utter inability of man alone to realize God’s 
ideal. This sense of inabilig and the consequent 
need of a divine deliverer was largely brought about 
by the division of the kingdom and its sad results. 


“By the glorious reign of David and in the reign 
of Solomon, Israel was taught to conceive the idea 
of the true kingdom. The failure of *succeeding 
kings to come up to the ideal conceived under 
David, and even to realize what had then been at- 
tained, turned the hearts and eyes of Israel away 
from the merely human to the Divine as the source 
of its realization in man.”—4Stibitz. 


Thus all through God’s aim and object was never 
forgotten, the fulfilment of the primeval promise of 
the Victor over sin. , 

7. The divine prospect. But the end was not real- 
ized with the first coming of Christ. Nor has it been 
accomplished even yet. The first advent resylted 
mainly in Gentile salvation, according to the promise 
to Abraham (Gal. 3:14). But God’s relations to 
Israel. have still to be resumed and the wonderful 
prophecies fulfilled. It is often overlooked that a pas- 
sage sometimes records both the fulfilment connected 
with Christ’s first coming and also that which has still 
to be realized. Thus Genesis 12:2 has been fulfilled, 
but verse 3 is still future. Similarly Isaiah 9:6 looks 
back on Bethlehem and our Lord’s earthly life, but 
verse 7 looks forward to his occupancy of the throne 
of David his father. Likewise Zechariah 9:9 was 
fulfilled on the day we call Palm -Sunday, but verse 
10 remains still to be accomplished. All this is clearly 
seen in the statement of the angel in Luke 1: 31-33, 
in which there are eight distinct particulars men- 
tioned. Four of these were accomplished when Christ 
came the first time, but the remaining four still await 
his coming in glory. It is this combination and blend 
of the first and second comings of Christ that gives 
the Old Testament its special importance and spiritual 
inspiration for God’s people. 


IX. Literature 


1. In general, two books are particularly recom- 
mended for the intelligent mastery of the material 
covered by this period. “The Fascination of. Old 
Testament Story,” by W. Graham Scroggie, to be 
obtained from the author, 37 Cluny» Gardens, Edin- 
burgh, Scotland; and “Historico-Literary Outlines of 
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the Old Testament,” by Professor George Stibitz 
(now out of print). The former work pro- 
vides most helpful guidance in the study of the Old 
Testament, and the latter is well described as “an at- 
tempt to trace a Divine plan in Biblical history.” 
Those who wish to study er the important 
features of this period, and ind of the Old Testa- 
ment in general, should make full use of these two 
books, to which this article is greatly indebted. Other 
valuable works are “Introduction to the Old Testa- 
ment, "by Raven (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 
$2); “Analytical Outlines of the Old Testament, 

by Margaretta M. Haig (The Sunday School Times 

a iladelphia, $1.25); and Byington’s poset 
chart of Jewish National History (The Sunday 
School Co., 25 cts.). 

2. Commentaries-—The best available work on con- 
servative lines is the Pulpit ger which has 
volumes on Kings, Chronicles, and the Prophets 
(Funk and Wagnalls, New York, 51 vols.; $2.50 a 
vol.; sold only in sets). A very helpful treatment, 
expository and spiritual, of most of the passages and 
books included in this period will be found in “The 
People’s Bible,” by Joseph Parker (Funk and Wag- 
nalls, $1.75). 

3. Special topics—For the biographies of the Old 
Testament: “Studies in Old Testament Characters,” 
by W. W. White (Association Press, New York, 
60 cts.); “Elijah the Prophet,” by W. M. Taylor 
(Harper and Bros., New York, 75 cts net) ; “Elijah,” 
by F. B. Meyer (Revell, $1) ; “Daniel the Beloved,” 
by W. M. Taylor (Harpers, 75 cts, net) ; “Daniel the 
Prophet,” by Kirk (Andrew Elliot, 
“Jonah, His Life and Mission,” by Kirk. . 
valuable .little work on Isaiah is “Studies in 
Isaiah,” by Professor G. L. Robinson (out of 
print). best general book on the prophets is 
The Prophets and the Promise,” by W. J. Beecher, 
a work to which the writer owes a great deal (Thomas 
Y. Crowell, New York, $2.50, net). Recommended 
also are “What Do the Prophets Say?” by C. I. Sco- 
field, D.D. ES we Sunday School Times Co., $125) ; 
and “The Kingdom in History and ry, and ry 
Lewis Sperry fer (The Sunday School Times Co., 
$1). The best book on Archeology is “The Decid- 
ing Voice of the Monuments,” by Dr. M. G. Kyle 
(Bibliotheca Sacra Co., Oberlin, Ohio, $1.50, plus 
carriage). Other good books are “Light on the Old 
Testament from Babel,” by A. T. Clay (The Sun- 
day School Times Co., $3) ; and ears Solu- 
tion of Old Testament Puzzles,” by j: Urquhart (The 
Sunday School Times Co., 50 cts.). Critical prob- 
lems -on Daniel can be studied.in “Daniel in the 
Critics’ Den,” by Sir Robert Anderson (out of print) ; 
“Daniel,” by Gaebelein (Our Hope Publication Of- 
fice, New York, 50 cts. and $1) ; “Daniel,” by W. C. 
Stevens (Revell $1.25) ; and “Reasonable Biblical 
Criticism,” by W. d; eecher, D.D, (The Sunday 
School Times Co., $2). The ablest, most scholarly, 
and most technical book on Daniel is by Professor 
Robert Dick Wilson, of Princeton (Geo. P. Putnam’s 
Sons, New York, $2.50). Those interested in the 
chronology of the times should have “Chronology in 
the Bible,” by W. J. Beecher, D.D. (The Sunday 
School Times Co., 40 cts.) or his more extended 
work, “Dated Events of the Old Testament” (The 
Sunday School Times Co., $1.75). A beautiful book, 
giving wonderfully clear descriptions of domestic life 
in Old Testament times is Dr. Henry Clay Trum- 
bull’s “Studies in Oriental Social Life” (The Sun- 
day School Times Co., $2). 

4. Bible dictionaries—The most convenient is the 
one volume dictionary edited by Professor J. D. 
Davis (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $4). 
much larger work is in five volumes, The _ Interna- 
tional Standard Bible Encyclopedia, edited by Dr. 
Orr (write for information to the Howard-Severance 
Co., Chicago). 

PHILADELPHIA. 








A Brief “‘Watch Night’’ Catechism 




















HE observance of “Watch Night” for the specific 

purpose of praying for: revival in the church, and 
the building up of: the body of Christ is becoming 
increasingly common. The questions and answers 
below (being sent to thousands of intercessors by 
the Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North La 
Salle Street, Chicago) will give an intelligent idea of 
the character and purpose of the “Watch Night Move- 
ment.” 

Ask God to show you your part in this general ef- 
fort toward revival in the church. 

When is “Watch Night’ ?—It is the last night of 
the old year, and is so called from the custom of 
“watching” the old year out and the new year in. 
A watch night gathering is a meeting ostensibly for 
the same purpose. 

Are “Watch Night Meetings’ Common? — Yes, 
there are many such meetings, but comparatively 
few like those of the old revival days of a half 
century or more ago, when God’s people met, not for 
a “social” hour, not to compliment themselves or one 
another on their own progress or the progress of the 


Edinburgh) ¢ 
i A 





729 


or the world, but to humble themselves be- 
fore God, confessing their sins and the sins of the 
church, and imploring his forgiveness and continued 
favor; also earnestly beseeching his presence’ in re- 
vival power. And it was only when these and sim- 
ilar meetings died out that the spirit of revival also 
died out in the church at large. 


Is it Possible to Revive the Olden Type of Watch 
Night Meeting ?—It is, under God. The need is great. 
There should be such a meeting in every evangelical 
church throughout the world; or if not in every such 
church, at least in one or more Christian homes, in 
every community. Three years ago the writer knew of 
only two such meetings, where revival was the su- 
preme object of prayer. Two years ago there were 

undreds of these meetings, and a year ago thou- 
sands. This year the number should be tens of thou- 
sands. Ask God to make it so—for his glory, 
not man’s. 


How Should a Watch Night Meeting be Conducted? 
—The place is immaterial — whether church or home. 
The hours are immaterial — whether two or three or 
all night (the Holy Spirit will guide as to this). 
The number of: persons is immaterial ~“for where 
two or three are gathered together in my name, there 
am I in the midst of them” (Matt. 18:20). The mat- 
ter of vital importance is that the Holy Spirit be the 
recognized Leader of the meeting, and that those who 

ther for “prayer and supplication, with thanksgiv- 
ing,” be “agreed” in the Lord, seeing “no man, save 
Jesus only.” All bickerings and jealousies and divis- 
ive issues must confessed and put away; then 
God will pour out his Spirit. 

“What Can I Do?”—First of all, pray! Then ask 
others to pray. Speak to your pastor on the subject. 
If you are a pastor, get the matter on the con- 
sciences of your people. If you are an editor 
make an appeal through your paper to al 
your readers, you are not an editor, ask 
the editor of your local paper to publish the para- 
graphs above, and supplement it with your own or his 
appeal. If need be, open your own home to a meet- 
ing. You can do something, and you will if you are 
not indifferent or asleep. Do it! Begin to-day! Pray 
—keep praying—and God will show you the rest. 








The Little Sermon 


By Henry W. Frost, D.D. 
Director for North America of the China Inland Mission 








Ye shall not go out from the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation, lest ye die: for the anointing oil 
of the Lord is upon you. And they did according to 
the word Of Moses (Lev. 10:7). 


HIS phrase, “Lest ye die,” comes in quite often 

in the books of Exodus and Leviticus. In one 
form or another, it occurs some fourteen times, al- 
Wayée as a warning against presumptuous sins. 

But Christians have not been ‘so careful as the Is- 
raelites in abstaining from their temptations to pre- 
sumptyous sins. And the reason is, no doubt, that 
physical death has given place to what is less fear- 
some but really more terrible, — spiritual death. To 
most of us, the physical realm is more real than the 
spiritual. Hence physical judgment is much more 
startling than spiritual; and hence we shrink from 
the former and are indifferent to the latter. _Never- 
theless, spiritual judgment is a very real thing in 
present-day experience, and it is appalling in its 
effect. This last will explain the sad history of many 
a Christian, church, and denomination, where life 


. abounded at the first and death equally abounded at 


the last. 

It is very suggestive in the text, the reason given 
why Aaron and his two sons were not to go just then 
from the door of the tabernacle. Judgment had fallen 
upon Nadab and Abihu, two other sons of Aaron, 
because of their blasphemous action in offering 
strange fire before Jehovah; and Aaron, Eleazar, 
and Ithamar were sorely tempted to go forth into 
the camp and join the Israelites in their mourning 
over the lives which had been so sadly stricken and 
lost. From every natural standpoint and also from 
every usual divine standpoint, Aaron and his sons 
had a right to mourn. But just now, the natural was 
to be turned into the unnatural and the divine was 
to have a new and unexpected application. Aaron 
and his sons were to take sides with God, and all 
other. considerations were to be set aside. And _ the 
reason was, as Moses said: “For the anointing oil 
of the Lord is upon you.” ; 

Pentecost made strange differences in life for every 
Christian. By virtue of that anointing we are no 
longer free to put the natural before the spiritual, to 
put ourselves or our loved ones before God. The 
divine is pre-eminent; God’s will and way are dom- 
inant. To forget this is presumptuous sin of the 
worst sort; to cease to act upon it is to merit and 
obtain the quick and terrible judgment of the Lord: 
“Repent, and do the first works, or else I will come 
unto thee quickly, ana will remove thy candlestick 
eut of his place, except thou repent.” 


Princeton, N. J. 

















A _Zionistic Manifesto 


HE Twelfth Zionist ress, meeting at Carls- 

bad in September, issued the following stirring 

Manifesto “To the Jewish People in the Disper- 
sion.” It sums up the history of the past twenty- 
four years since the First Congress, and casts a weird 
light on the dark materialism and unbelief of the 
Jewish people. There is no mention of God. No 
wonder the chariot wheels drag heavily. The Mani- 
festo runs thus: 

“Twenty-four years ago, the first Congress at Basle 
unfurled the banner of rebirth and of liberation. It 
announced to the whole world that the Jewish people 
is alive, that it is collecting its powers in order once 
again to acquire its Fatherland, in order to rebuild its 

ational Home in Erez Israel, in order to gather in 
its scattered members, to free its spirit from exile. 
This call of the first Basle Congress was heard in 
all the lands of the Dispersion and moved the whole 
people. They enrolled themselves under the banner 
of a new life, They began the ‘difficult task of liber- 
ation and of reconstruction. Undeterred by misfor- 
tune and suffering, undeterred by all hindrances and 
obstacles, this work has never ceased. The —_ 
exerted its full strength and all were united. 
Jewish possessions in Erez Israel were increased and 
strengthened. Jewish life and Hebrew culture arose 
in Palestine, as the seeds of a future life of freedom. 


V4 
Zionism in the War and After 


66 HEN the World War broke out, our Organ- 

ization was ready and armed for the work of 
revival. We were ready to fulfill the hopes of our 
people in this great time of destruction and recon- 
struction. The catastrophe of pain and suffering 
gave rise to a burning desire for freedom — the de- 
sire to gain our freedom in common with that of 
other oppressed peoples. : 

“Our efforts were of effect, especially in England, 
France, Italy, and America. Peoples and States rec- 
ognized our right to reconstruct our National Home. 
A way was opened before us, so that once again we 
might acquire our Fatherland through the work of 
our hands, through our possessions, and our blood. 
The way to a new life was before us. Only that 
effort was wanting, which would have been worthy 
of our noble aspirations, and this effort has not yet 
been made, It is true that the ranks of our friends 
have been increased. Great efforts have been made 
by all sections of our people and in all the lands of 
our Dispersion. Our means also have been greatly 
increased. But all this is not enough to achieve the 
miracle of the rebirth of the Jewish people — the 
miracle of the return to Zion. e know that suf- 
ferings unique even in the history of our martyrdom 
have prevented us from recognizing the greatness of 
the hour, have hindered us and the Jewish masses in 
exile; those masses who were always the support of 
our Zionist effort, always the source of creative 
energy from which sprang our new national life. 
But this great opportunity presses us onwards, an 
opportunity in which our world in Erez Israel is 
awakened to life. We may not wait. 


we 
Zionism in Danger 


ae the weakness of our efforts has endan- 
gered our work in Erez Israel—the blood of 
Israel has flowed in the land of Israel — the blood of 
our children who had consecrated their existence on the 
altar of the sacred Fatherland for the freedom of their 
people. This is the blood of the Covenant. It sanc- 
tifies it afresh. 

“The weakness of our constructive efforts has 
awakened us politically—a shadow falls upon our 
rights, upon the rights which we had won during 
the War and during the peace negotiations. 

“People of Israel! The hour is critical. The ob- 
stacles in our way increase. The enemies who would 
disappoint our hopes are gaining courage. We are 
standing before a great and solemn trial. Our peo- 
ple must collect its creative powers—must gather 
together its powers — must collect huge sums in order 
that we may flood the land with diligent work and 
evidences of our will, so that all the inhabitants may 
be carried away on the tide of activity. 

“Jewish people! do not hesitate! Offer your life 
and fortune, and your energy}; never may it be said 
that we did not know the greatness of the moment, 
that we are not true to the soul of our people — join 
together in constructive work. A great miracle is 
about to happen, unique in the history of mankind 
Rebuild Zion and emancipate your people and your 
iand! 
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The Jew and the Newspaper 


By Thomas M. Chalmers 


Can Zion Prove It to the Arab? 


Ts absence of the minority American Zionists, 
such as Judges Brandeis and Mack and their as- 
sociates, caused their case to fail before the Congress 
by default. The opposition to the European leaders 
was much weaker in consequence, Political discus- 
sion was restrained because of tne depressing atmos- 

here which prevailed. The murder of Jews at Jaffa 

t spring and the temporary suspension of immigra- 
tion into Palestine cast too much gloom over the 
Congress to permit the exercise of that over-confident 
enthusiasm that in earlier Congresses. The 
Jaffa out , murder on the soil of Palestine, where 
all was to be ul and happy, was too poignant 
for the exhibition of exhilarant joy even in view 
of the British mandate and the return. 

Regarding the declaration ofethe Allied Powers and 
their decision last year at San Remo, to give Pales- 
tine to the Jews, it was resolved that “The Jewish 
people awaits the realization of these declarations 
and this decision.” 

Resolutions of the friendliest character were 
adopted in relation to the Arabs,‘and the desire was 
expressed that the Zionists might live with them on 
terms of amity and mutual respect. This is the thorn- 
iest question confronting the Zionists in Palestine. 
It will require sturdy and astute statesmanship and a 
demonstration in Palestine itself of the benefits that 
may accrue to the-Arabs by the incoming of the 
Zionists to reach a true position of friendship and 
amity. 

A strong Zionist Executive was chosen by the Con- 
gress, and much is expected in the way of large early 
activity in Palestine, Dr. Weizmann and Mr. Soko- 
low remain at the head of Zionist affairs. 


The Financial Test 


T WAS realized. at the Congress that the great 

need is money. As Paul Goodman, the historian, 
reporting the Congress says, “Money is the solution, 
Money will provide employment for the Jews of 
Eastern Europe who are clamoring for admission into 
Palestine, and who will be admitted if employment 
is awaiting them; money is required to give to the 
Jews in Palestine that economic backing that can 
alone secure them the position ‘to which they aspire. 
Let it be stated once for all, what was: felt and ex- 
pressed, that unless money is to be provided in a 








A New Jewish Company has been organized for a motor 
car serice between Haifa and Tiberias, and will start to 
work as soon as the new roads between Haifa, Nazareth, 
and Tiberias are completed. 


Five thousand Tourists are to arrive in Jerusalem next 
February, it is announced there, an4 much work is planned 
to make the city appear more attractive by removing ruins 
and creating new comforts. 


Plans for the New Haifa Harbor call for an expenditure 
ef ten million pounds, and will require four years to com- 
plete. Thus Haifa will become the most important harbor 
on the Syrian coast and the natural port of Mesopotamia. 


A Palestine National Museum has been established in 
Jerusalem under the encouragement of the government. 
Already 6,000 exhibits have been collected and catalogued. 
A comprehensive ordinance has been cuacted by the gov- 
ernment to protect antiquities. 


Vine Branches in Palestine are sometimes twelve to eight- 
een yards long. The vine of Askelon, about which we readin 
the Bible, says the Palestine Weekly, is not a myth; clus- 
ters weighing twenty to thirty pounds, two or-three on the 
same branch, are to be found around Hebron and Jericho. 


The Jewish National Library in Jerusalem now receives 
about one hundred newspapers and magazines from abroad, 
and the number of volumes catalogued has reached fifty 
thousand. This library was founded in April, 1892, by Dr. 
Joseph- Chasonowitz, and was under the care of the “Bne 
Berith” Lodge until turned over to the Zionist Commis- 
sion, June 1, 1920. 


Three Well Organized Bands of Brigands operating in 
Palestine have been brought to nazght by the Government 
Police since July, 1920. On September ro the Special Jor- 
dan Police captured one of the worst leaders, a notorious 
brigand, and twenty of his band, in the vicinity of Beisan. 
Fifty-two brigands have received prison sentences ranging 
from two years to life terms. 


With a View to Preserving the Charm and preventing the 
vulgarization of the country, the placarding of advertise- 
ments has been prohibited throughout Palestine, except, 
im towns, in places allotted for the purpose by municipal- 
“ities, in the railway stations and on business premises for 
the purpose of the business conducted there, says Sir 


Herbert Samuel in his first annual report as High Com- 
missioner for Palestine. 
ceuld be 


Would that our beautiful America 
thus protected and preserved. 
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Founder and 


generous manner, the Zionist aims will receive a seri- 
ous set-back, and that the Jews will deserve it.” 

It is of much interest to note that the Congress 
“adopted in the most solemn manner the principle of 
= (the tithe) as the obligation of every Zion- 


w 
A Pan-Arab Congress at Geneva 


PAN-ARAB Congress was held in Geneva at the 
time the Zionist Congress was in session at Carls- 
bad. According to the Palestine Weekly, the Arab 
Congress, consisting of delegates from Egypt, Pales- 
tine, Noe Mesopotamia, and Arabia, “comes to dis- 
cuss all those problems that were created in these 
countries during the rs three years and more... . 
The work of the Arab Congress consists in the main 
in redressing what are in «their opinion historical 
wrongs. Those who support the creation of a great 
Arab state extending from Armenia to the Indian 
Ocean, and including Mesopotamia, Syria, Egypt, the 
Sudan, and the Arabian peninsula, find the state of 
affairs considerably short of their expectations.” 
At the last sitting the following resolutions were 
adopted and submitted to the League of Nations: 


1. That the independence of Syria, Palestine, and 
the Lebanon be recognized. 

2. That these countries be authorized to unite and 
form one political State, administered by a parlia- 
mentary government; as well as to sign treaties with 
the other Arab countries who should all form one 
confederation. 

3. That the Mandates be abolished forthwith. 

4. That the French and British evacuate Syria, 
Palestine, and the Lebanon as soon as possible. 

5. That the Balfour Declaration, purporting to 
create a National Home for the Jews in Palestine, 


- be withdrawn. 


i 
Can Jews Be Saved To-day? 


PP REBe is much haziness of mind among many 
Christians as to the possibility of the salvation 
of Jews in this dispensation. Some say that God 
gave the Jews one chance, and. their rejection of 
the Messiah has forfeited ,their salvation. Others 
say it is not God’s time to convert the Jews. ies 
The Scriptures give very plain answers to such 
questions. The Great Commission sends God’s mis- 
sionaries “to every creature.” How can every crea- 
ture be reached if the Jews are omitted from the pro- 
gram? But the words of Paul are most definite 
(Rom! 1: 16); the Gospel “is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew 
first.” In Romans 10:1 we see how. Paul prays for 
the salvation of the Jews, and in verse 12 he says 
in ringing words, “There is no difference between 
the Jew and the Greek.” By what right, then, does 
any Christian make a difference to-day? Further, in 
four thundering questions in verses 14 and 15 the 
Apostle seeks to bring home to Christian consciences 
the responsibility resting on them for giving the 
Gospel, not to the heathen, but to the Jews. The 
oe may be asked, how are we to know when 
od’s time for saving Nagar. i comes if we do not 
give them the Gospel? ur business is not with 
times but with obedience to the Saviour’s command. 


ve 
God’s Providence Gives Answer 


N ROMANS 11:5 the Apostle clinches the answer 

he had already given as/to the present. salvability 
of the Jews by saying, “Even so then at this present 
time also there is a remnant according to the election 
of grace.” He had cited his own salvation and the 
fact of a remnant in the days of Elijah. Here may 
be cited the fact that in the nineteenth century over 
204,000 Jews were baptized. Of these more than 
72,000 received Protestant baptism. Taking ‘ these 


_only into account, and comparing them with the total 


number of conversions among the heathen and Mos- 
lems in the same century, it is found that the pro- 
portion of converted Hebrews to the total number of 
Jews was three and one-hdlftimes greater than the 
proportion of heathen and Moslem converts in rela- 
tion to the total numbers of unconverted heathen and 
Moslems. That is, if the same percentage of con- 
verts to unsaved had ruled among the Gentiles men- 
tioned as was found among the Jews, then instead 
of two million converts in the great Gentile mission 
fields, there would have beeen seven millions. 

These facts of Scripture and history call the Church 
of Christ to steadfast testimony to the Jews. 


New Yorx Crry. 
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The Lesson Pilot 


By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 
[)‘cistrmamen at Washington, assembled in the 


a a seaieaseee. according to prose 
reports, have suggested that a erous policy 
towards the vanquished nations of the World War 
and towards the weaker nations of the whole world 
will be found to be right and to be the best policy 
in the end. Thus one great statesman has suggested 
that France should not be too harsh with Germany, 
and thus others have said that Japan, who took Shan- 
tung Peninsula from Germany during the World 
War, and who still holds it while extending her 
commercial plans in China, should deal generously 
with the Flowery Kingdom, . At the outset, Re- 
hoboam had it in his heart, at least for a little while, 
to be generous with Israel, but unfortunately allowed 
the counsel of young men to prevail over the wisdom 
of God as given through the experienced elders 
bs (Round-Table, 1). 

i 


Our Background Material 


Chariots and horses to haul them into battle came 
high in Solomon’s day (1 Kings 10:29). Weapons, 
wealth (10: 14-23), and women (11: 1-4) conspired 
together for the ruin of Solomon (Dr. Smellie, 1). 
He sinned terribly against light (11:9). Against 
a poor sin-wrecked king and kingdom, God raised 
up three satans (the word “satan” in Hebrew means 
“adversary”). They were Hadad the Edomite (11: 
14), Rezon (11:23), and Jeroboam the Ephrathite 
(11:26). But God will not lose sight of his eternal 
purpose in Israel (11: 36). 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

A highly condensed but important review of the 
history of Israel from the period of the patriarchs 
until the period where we meet this division in the 
kingdom, is given by Mrs. Askew in the first para- 
raphs of her lesson treatment. : 

Shechem had a population of 5,000 some time 
before the last World War, about 150 of these being 
Samaritans, and here, it has been said, is the onl 
place in the world where the Paschal lamb is still 
slain, Joshua made it one of the cities of refuge 
(Josh. 24:1). It is now called Nablous, a corruption 
of Neapolis, the “Newtown” (as it would be in Eng- 
lish) of the Roman Emperor Vespasian. It was the 
site of Abraham’s first altar (Gen. 12:6), and here 
Jacob re-entered the Promised Land (Gen. 33:18, 19), 
and bought more land to add to the burying ground 
which Abraham had purchased (Gen. 48:22). The 
tribes of Israel used to meet here, and here Joseph 
was buried before Jebus became Jerusalem, and this 
explains the envy by the tribe of Ephraim of the 
tribe of Judah, which, under David, established the 
throne there (compare Isa, 11:13). It was here, 
under the name of Sychar, that our Lord sat by 
Jacob’s old well and conversed so wonderfully with 
the Samaritan woman. 

Rehoboam brought the tribes together at this point 
as a concession to the jealous Ephraimites (Dr. 
Thomas, I, 1), and here later on Jeroboam, an 
Ephraimite himself, not unnaturally established his 
headquarters. 

The “scorpions” referred to by Rehoboam were 
scourges with sharp hooks in the ends. Similarly in 
the old navy before whipping was abolished, a cat- 
o-nine-tails was called a “cat” for short. 

The opportunity afforded by this lesson to illus- 
trate how “sin is a reproach to any people” is pointed 
out by Dr. Ellis. 

en God has spoken in the matter of establishing 
a kingdom or -building ‘a man a sure house, or in 
establishing a worship, it is exceedingly risky for 
man to take his own head and try a different way. 
But men are — that to-day, and in many of both 
the secular and theological schools of the world it 
is taught that this is right. Jeroboam made a fatal 
mistake (Dr. Thomas, I, 5), and even the prophet 
who, later on, God used to rebuke Jeroboam for his 
idolatry, though he believed a message purporting to 
come from an “angel of God,” while it-was the word 
of a lying prophet, lost his life (13:24). 





On the next page will be found a short list of especially 
valuable “Sunday School Times Books and Charts on the 
New Lessons.” The complete list of these 1922 lessons as 
arranged by the Lesson Committee of the International Sun- 
day School Association may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 
zo cts. a copy, or $1 a dozen. 





JANUARY I. THE REVOLT 


Golden Text.—Thou shalt not make unto thee a graven , nor any likeness of 
or that is in the water under the earth: thou 
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I Kings 12: 1 to 13:6 


OF JEROBOAM 


any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, 
pot bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them.—Exodus 20 : 4, § 








: 2 Samuel 23: 1-7. 
ial: « Kings 12 : 26-43; 13: 7 to 14: 20; 2 Chron, 
_ t2and 13; Isa. 44 : 9-20. 


Pinger Fars So5 eg ot Due Kine. 


26-30. 
Memory Verse : Blessed is the man that walketh not in the 
counsel of the wicked.— Psalm 1 : 1. 


J Tesson iaateral 3 Kings 12 : 6-17, 26-30. 
emory Verses: Psalm 1:1, 2. 
Intermediate and Serior i 


Topic: Two Kings Who Lost their Op- 
Tepic for Yeung People and Adults : Industrial Unrest and Its Cure. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lessen Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
1 Kings 12: 12-17, 26-30 


12 So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the 
third day, as the king bade, saying, Come to me again the 
third day. 13 And the king answered the people roughly, 
and forsook the counsel of the old men which they had 
given him, 14 and spake to 
young men, saying, My father made your yoke heavy, but 
I will add to your yoke: my father chastised you with 
whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions. 15 So the 
king hearkened not unto the people; for it was a thing 

ht about of Jehovah, that he might establish his 
word, which Jehovah spake by Ahijah the Shilonite to 


16 And when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not 

unto them, the people answered the king, saying, What 

have we in David? neither have we inheritance in 

the son of Jesse: to your tents, O Israel: now see to thine 

own house, David. So Israel departed unto their tents. 17 

But as for the children of Israel that dwelt in the cities 
of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them. - 


26 And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now will the kingdom 
return to the house of David: 27 if this people go up to 
offer sacrifices in the house of Jehovah at. Jerusalem, 
then will the heart of this people turn again unto their 
lord, even unto Rehoboam king of Judah; and they 
will kill me, and return to Rehoboam king of Judah. 
28 Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two 
calves of gold; and he said unto them, ‘It is too 
much for you to go up to Jerusalem; behold thy 
gods, O Israel, .which brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt. 29 And he set the one in Beth-el, and the other 
put he in Dan. 30 And this thing became a sin; for the 
people went to worship before * the one, even unto Dan. 


10Or, Ye have gone up long enough *Or, each of them 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Rehoboam and Jeroboam each lost splendid op- 
portunities, the latter one*of the rarest ever offered 
aman. The former preferred his own way to God’s 
way, and the latter his own worship to God’s wor- 
ship (Dr. Thomas, III, 6, arid The Heart of the Les- 
son, and Dr. Smellie, 4; Mrs, Askew, 3, 4). ‘ 

Is there any difference between glory and glamor 
in the reign of kings? Rehoboam was handicapped 
by a bad heredity and by a very dubious bringing up 
in the atmosphere of an Oriental harem. Before we 
condemn him too quickly, however, for his sins, let 
us ask ourselves with what influences we are sur- 
rounding our own children. Are we’ sing, hen the 
same godly rearing that we had? Have we lapsed into 
a life of ease with the prosperity that has come? 
Naamah, the Ammonitess wife, took her boy to church 
in the temple of Molech. Where is your boy going 
to church — nowhere, or to some place of worship 
where modern false cults have their shrines? (Dr. 
Smellie, 2, 3; Mrs. Askew, 1). , 

Jeroboam evidently had a better bringing up than 
Rehoboam, but he was a politician and tricky. We 
need not be too quick to condemn him, however, for 
erecting those two calves. The Modernists of our 
own day, as self-willed leaders of the people, are 
erecting a god just as ridiculous and impossible (Mr. 
Pace, in the Cartoon). 

The two calves of Dan and Bethel were political 
expedients with Jeroboam. It was the same principle 
in effect that was followed by the priests of Simla, 
in India, who now pray by electric power! (Round- 
Table, 2.) 

Sin is a terrible thing in an individual, but when 
a man becomes a leader, as did Jeroboam, and goes 
down in history as “the man who made Israel] to 
sin,” or any person or any people to sin, the ever 
broadening, incalculable effects are appalling (Dr. 
Smellie, 7, 8). 

Strife between individuals or kingdoms is evil and 
bitter, and fraught with a terrible significance (Dr. 
Smellie, 6). The causes and consequences of. this 
strife are considered in a preview of the next nine 
months’ Old Testament lessons by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas on page -728, under the title, “How Is- 
rael’s Religion Developed.” The article is con- 
cluded in this week’s issue of The Sunday School 
Times, and may shortly be had in .pamphlet form 
by writing for it'to 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 
at 50 cts. a dozen, $4 a hundred, or 5 cts. each. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


_ The sovereignty, the supremacy, of God appears 
in the harsh decision of Rehoboam (v. 15). Rother- 
ham translates, “Thus the king hearkened not unto 
the people, for there had come about a turn from 
Jehovah.” The Hebrew word signifies “the turn of 
events.” God is turning and overturning, in men and 
nations, until his own 2 ga plans and purposes are 
eventually perfected. Man cannot thwart nor defeat 
God, This was a Divine turn toward chastisement 
of the king and the kingdom. Men tried to thwart 
God when the last king in the royal line appeared, but 
failed (Acts 2:23). God brought about the won- 
derful “turning” of the crucifixion into the resurrec- 
tion. He is still “turning” events in our lives, if 
we have given ourselves to him, so that “all things 
work together. for good” (Rom. 8:28). 

Teaching Peints 

Capital may not +. ~* labor any more than kings 
may exploit people (Dr. Smellie, 5). 

Solomon, weakened ‘by continuance in sin, lost the 
kingdom. It was God’s kingdom entrusted to the son 
of David as to a steward and it was an appalling loss 
to the man and eventually to the nation. But not 
more appalling than the ie that the man created 
in the image of God, if he persists in sin, will suffer 
in the eternal loss of the spiritual kingdom of heaven. 


Questiens for Study and Discussion 

How did environment influence the characters of 
Rehoboam and Jeroboam? 

Why are old men usually better counselors than 
young men? (Mr. Ridgway, 1.) 

What did Rehoboam mean by “scorpions”? 


How does this lesson bear on the capital and labor 
problem? (Dr. Thomas, III, 7.) 


Why did God rend the kingdom? (11: 31.) 


Was the idolatrous worship part of God’s plan? 
(Mrs. Askew, 5.) 


PHILADELPHIA. 
w 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D.! 
Vice-President and Professer of Educatien at Juniata College 





Tu Law or Aim.—Every lesson and teaching 
process is conditioned and determined by the aim 
of the teacher and pupil. 











HERE is no better time to think anew of our 

aims than at the beginning of the New Year, 
and especially when this coincides with the entrance 
upon a new series of lessons, as is the case this week. 
We are beginning a series of lessons dealing with a 
portion of the Old Testament not quite so familiar 
— as the stories of the patriarchs and the early 
ingdom, and one very worthy aim of this nine- 
months’ ty may well be to give the class such 
mastery of this portion of the Word as they have 
not yet had. 

It is suggested that we are entering upon a course 
of lessons that emphasize the truth that “righteous- 
ness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any 
people,” and that “the wages of sin is death.” How 
far should it be our aim to illustrate such truth by 
means of the lessons as they pass, and how far can 
we go in making practical applications to our own 
nation? May we have it as an aim to solve some of 
the problems that perplex us, such as why the inno- 
cent suffer with the guilty, or whether the people of 
a nation are responsible for the acts of their rulers; 
or in general, to have these lessons throw light upon 
our national problems? May we hope in such a 
series to get guidance as to our personal. relation to 
God, or must we limit our aim to national concerns? 
A general survey of the lessons with such questions 
in mind should be helpful. 

In the immediate lesson, the teacher of young peo- 
ple may helpfully aim to impress the foolishness of 
rejecting wise counsel, and the even greater folly of 
misused influence. Both Rehoboam and Jeroboam are 
national and personal danger signals. 


Huntinopon, Pa. 
me 


Teachers, preachers, Bible students, just “home- 
folks” will find “exactly what you want” in The 
Sunday School Times’ handy reference catalogue of 
books for Christian workers. A copy sent on request. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





OT since the departure from had so im- 
hae an event taken place in the history of 
srael. It involved their destiny for nearly 500 

years, 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 

The National Demand (12:1-5). The new king 
wisely went to be crowned at Shechem, the most im- 
portant city of the Northern part. But he was soon 
made aware of the difficulties ahead of him. The 
great burdens imposed by Solomon demanded re- 
moval, The “yoke” as used in plowing was a_fit 
symbol of the heavy, galling strain on them. The 

elay (v. 5) was tactful and hopeful. (1) 

The Disappointing Decision (vs. 6-14). At first 
Rehoboam acted well, and the old men’s advice was 
sound and good. Concessions would have bound 
the people to the king. But he abandoned experience 
and attempted a new experiment by vi to the rea- 
sonable request and making a fatal reply. His words 
were boastful, but there was nothing behind them. 
Threats are always a mistake. The “scorpions” prob- 
ably _ to the reptiles whose bite was so .pain- 

ul. 


The Sad Division (vs. 15-20). God's Vg was 
to be accomplished because of the sin of Solomon, 
and so the fateful severance took place. Rehoboam 
soon saw the terrible results of his bragging. (3) 

The Divine Declaration (vs. 21-24). The effort of 
Rehoboam to bring back the people to allegiance was 
stopped by God’s word through the prophet. God 
was overruling everything and letting sin have its 
course. (4) 

The Serious Danger (vs. 25-33}. Worldly pros- 
perity followed Jeroboam (v. 25), but soon came 
ew anxieties (v. 26) and personal fears (v. 27). 

e was far-sighted, and recognized the serious difh- 
culties that faced him. But then he took the false 
step of commencing what was really a system of idol- 
atry. In his great concern he took counsel and made 
the foolish and sinful experiment of the calves. The 
em was fw ng (v. 28), it was (so he said) too 
ar to go, though in reality the reason was a very 
different one. an was in the extreme north and 
Bethel in the center. Then followed unauthorized 
priests (v. 31), unauthorized feasts (v. 31), unauthor- 
ized times &. 32) and unauthorized offerings (v. 33). 
One sin led to another, as it always does, and Jero- 
boam created an entirely new system of worship, “de- 
vised of his own heart” (v. 32). (5) 

The Solemn Denunciation (13:1-6). God soon 
showed Jeroboam his sin and what would happen to 
his work. Yet even amidst judgment mercy was shown 
(v. 6), but, as we shall see, it was not heeded (13: 33). 

Devotional Reading : 2 Samuel 23:1-7. The pic- 
ture of a true king. (1) Righteous and God-fear- 
ing, verse 3; (2) exercising a beautiful influence, 
verse 4; (3) depending on the mercy and grace of 
God, verse 5; .(4) avoidance of and preservation 
from evil men, verses 6, 7. If only Rehoboam had 
followed these things! 

_ Books.—Pulpit Commentary on Kings and Chron- 
icles (Funk and Wagnalls, New York, 51 mole SOP 
a vol.; sold only in sets) ; Lumby on Kings, in - 
bridge Bible for Schools (Macmillan Co., New York, 

1); People’s Bible, by Joseph Parker (Funk and 

agnalls, $1.75 a vol.). 

(The prices of books, owing to unusual publich- 
ing conditions, are arily bject to change 
without notice.) 


Il. Reference Material 
_ I Kings vagy Kings 13:7 to 14:20; 2 Chron- 
icles 12 and 15; Isaiah 44:9-20. 

A Kings 11: 26-43. The circumstances leadin, 
up to the Division: *) Account of Jeroboam; (2 
announcement by the prophet; (3) anger of Solo- 
mon. 

2.1 Kings 13:7 to 14:20. (1) The penalty of 
disobedience, 13:7-32; (2) the persistence of evil, 
13233, 34; (3) the prophecy of judgment, 14: 1-20. 

3. 2 Chronicles 12 and 13. (1) The reign of Reho- 
boam; (2) the reign of Abijah. Note "s over- 
ruling mercy in both cases. 

4. Isaiah 44:9-20. (1) The futility of idolatry, 
verses 9-17; (2) the fatality of idolatry; verses 1 
20. 


Hil. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: Two Kings Who Lost 
Their Opportunities. (1) Rehoboam had a fine op- 
portunity. His father’s heritage of trouble could 
have been entirely removed. But he was weak, wil- 
ful, and wicked, and so he lost his splendid chance of 
doing good to the people. (2) Jeroboam also had 
a rare opportunity, one seldom given to men. But he 
was guilty of two sins, one, that of sacrificing trust 
to expediency. His kingdom really depended on 
obedience to God, but he felt that the new worship 
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would be safer, and so he began and carried out 
policy inspired by fear. other _sin was that 
using religion for per ends. His policy was 
make his position safe at all costs. Religion is 
thing far more than personal or social cement. 
must be first if we are to prosper. (6) 

2. Young People and Adults: Industrial Unrest and 
Its Cure. The lesson has a direct on some 
of our troubles to-day. Unrest in the r world 


Sk. 


$f 


DECEMBER 17, 1921 


What are the chief points of contrast in the char- 
acters of Rehoboam and Jeroboam? 
What is the force of the Golden Text for us to-day? 
Discuss this and illustrate it from the lesson: 


“Whatever is morally wrong cannot be politically 


right.” 
PHILADELPHIA. . 
ye ~ 


should be faced and, if possible, cured. (1) Tyranny, - . 


whether of capital or of Jabor, must removed. 
(2) Concessions on both sides always help to re- 
move difficulties and bind people together. 
pe Lage | must be based on strict justice for all, 
neither side being a sufferer from unrighteousness. 
@, These thi are only possible when based on 
and his relation to men. Truth and love are 

the two Divine principles, and if these are in th 
hearts of men of capital and labor, all problems will 
be solved. If we go deeply enough into economic 
questions we are sure to get to religion, and our view 
of and attitude to will settle all problems, 
N. B—This subject can be studied in “Religion and 
Business,” by Roger Babson (Macmillan ., New 
York, $2.75) ; only it will be necessary for readers to 
have and emphasize their own view of “religion,” since 
that of the book does not ring true to the full evan- 
gelical view of the New Testament. (7) 
IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

The trouble with Rehoboam and Jeroboam was 
that neither put God first. Idolatry (as the Golden 
Text shows) is really a wrong form of worship of the 
true God. is was Jeroboam’s sin. Rehoboam sin- 
ned in going his own way instead of God’s. The 
secret of blessing is 

1. God’s word heeded (Psa. 119: 11). 

2. God’s will obeyed (Psa. 143: 10). 

3. God’s way followed (Psa. 139: 24). 


V. Leading 

What trouble was caused during Solomon’s reign? 
(1 Kings 4:7, 22-24; 9: 10-24.) 

How can we distinguish between the cawse and the 
occasion of the division? 








The Sunday School Times Books 
and Charts on the New Lessons 


6¢ A NALYTICAL Outlines of the Old Testament” ($1.25), 
be helpful during the 


particularly valuable one on the Divided Kingdom), maps, 
analyses of the Bible books, outlines of Bible periods, and 
inclusion of dates at all points, the historical and geo- 
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lesson more interesting and realistic. 

For those interested in chronology, Professor J. 
Beecher’s short article, “Chronology in the Pible” (4 cts.), 
Old Testament dates, 
chronologies, 
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will 
useful. A much more extended, indeed exhaustive, treat- 
ment is his “Dated Events of the Old Testament” ($1.75), 


(both for Israel and the surrounding nations) minutely 
undred pages 


can be haf from “What Do the Prophets Say?” ($1.25) by 
Dr. C. I. Scofield; and “The Kingdom im History and 
Prophecy” ($1), by Sperry Chafer 


An Evil Heritage : 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


HERE was a far-flashing brilliance about the 
reign of Solomon. At first, when the king was 
young and his heart was tender and he listened 
to God, it was the very brightness of heaven. But 
later, when wealth and luxury and uxoriousness ate 
into the vigor of his being, the glory was more sin- 
ister. It was the glamor which attaches to a tyrant, 
~ Dt) the Ban love, Gera which attend 
e closing years of a true king. 
And, when he was dead, the storm broke. 


Our lesson speaks of the burden of a bad heredity. 
Rehoboam was a man in his prime when he came 
to the throne; but he was neither a manly nor yet a 
godly man. As a child, he had been brought up in 
enervating and demoralizing atmosphere of an 
Eastern harem, As a youth and the heir-apparent to 
the crown, he was allowed to do as he pleased, and 
his favorite associates were the — ds” of the 
palace — gilded, indeed, rather Iden — who 
encouraged him in wer foolishness, and ran with 
him to every excess. The only father he knew was 
that older Solomon, round whom shades of the 
prison-house had gathered. And his mother was the 
Ammonitess Naamah, one of the foreign women who 
turned away her husband’s heart from the true God. 
Her influence over her son must have been thor- 
oughly evil. Probably she took him to the sanc~- 
tuary of Molech, built for her use on Mount Olivet. 
It was small wonder that, in subsequent years, he 
leaned to the worst forms of idol worship. (2) 

We should have no Gospel if we did not believe 
that the grace of God can overcome and transfigure 
the most hopeless heredity, and that out of Rehoboams 
he can build his servants and saints. But young souls 
are sadly handicapped, and predisposed to the wrong 
and ruinous way, if the air they breathe in their 
earliest days is impregnated with poison and death. 
God save, and cleanse, and hallow all parents, for the 
sake of the generation that comes after them. (3) 


The lesson insists, too, on the mischief of self-will. 

Rehoboam stood at the parting of :the roads when, 
as he climbed to the highest place in the state, his 
subjects prayed for him for some redress of their 
grievances. The despotism of Solomon was at an 
end; would not the new king abolish the forced 
labor under which his people ppg and lighten 
here and there those taxes which made their lives a 
bondage? They were moderate demands, and it was 
a noble chance which this morning of his coronation 
brought the prince: God gave him the opportunity 
to forsake, as Shakespeare’s Henry V did, the follies 
of his past, and to rise at once into a better man- 
hood. But he was blind to those gracious possibilities. 
He preferred the counsel of his hot-headed boon-com- 
panions to the sager and safer advices of the older 
statesmen. He would not abate an inch of his royal 
prerogative. His Uittle finger, he said, should be 
thicker than his father’s loins. (4) 

ecm ony Soooee a ple wi to pains mF “this 
princi t People are for Kings ns to ex- 
ploded.” But, in the spiritual sphere, we have all 
of us much of the“ Rehoboam temper. We are 
sticklers for our own powers and privileges, and are 
loth to abridge and, still less, to crucify the I and 
Me and Mine. But heaven’s gate is a low gate. It 
will give admission to no self-willed soul. (5) 


And the lesson portrays the misery of a broken 
friendship. 1 

Henceforward: the Ten Tribes stood aloof and 
apart from the Two. North and South were sun- 
dered into hostile camps. To your tents, O Israel! 


the angry watchword enjoined, like a dolorous blast 


from an iron trumpet, and see to thine own house, 
David! The disruption had a double edge of yee. 
There was the melancholy of the breach viewed from 
the human side. When brothers quarrel, they are 
apt to be the most unrelenting and pitiless adver- 
saries; and, with a few rare interludes of peace, Is- 
rael and Judah were to be sworn opponents for cen- 
turies. nd there was the penal element in the 
breach, when it is rded from the divine side, 
The thing was of. God. It was his punishment of 
Solomon’s sins. hus it had the quality of inevit- 
ableness. It fell on the guilty nation with the cer- 
tainty of a righteous doom. The mills of God grind 
slowly, but they grind exceeding small. 

Strife, between individuals or families or peoples, 
is always evil and bitter. But this is the sorest in- 
prodes in it, that it is a sign of God’s alienation. 

ad -we walked with him in amity and obedience, 
we had never differed from our brother. (6) 


Lastly, the lesson points to the age-long harvests 
of transgression. 
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once a subject and now a 
found out that “uneasy 
head that wears a crown.” H 
sovereign of the Northern King- 
s 

r 


up’ to Jerusalem to 


. tribesmen g° 
worship; the fascination of its ay 
ig ei Gheglence rath they had | had 
discarded. So i 


_ shrines, with their golden calves, in 
Bethel and in Dan. And, ever afterwards, | . 


he is branded in Scripture as the man 
who made Israel to sin. (7) a 

His innovations looked wise and politic 
to himself. commended themselves 
to a people inclined to sensuousness in 
ion. u _ panera 
of his government in a state of separa- 
tion from Judah. But they were “the 
pitted ” which rots inward and 
slowly moulders the fruit. They were 
of human origin, without any sanction 
from above, and they did untold harm. 


The golden calves might be intended as 


likenesses of the Living God. But to 
make an image of him Who is a most 
Pcs 5 was to give a false idea of 
im. It broke down that reverential 
which =e smrowetes his hs jag 
t prepared way for the reception o 
other gods altogether — gods vain, and 
coarse, and cruel. (8) hs: a 

We never know where sin will end 
or what incalculable havoc it will work. 
It appears innocent, plausible, justifiable, 
almost unescapable, at first, but, at the 
last, it involves multitudes in rebellion 
and death. May the good Lord keep us 
in union with his own spirituality, and 
simple concerning evil. 

CarLuKe, ScoTLANp. 


The One-Minute Mission Talk 
By Homera Homer-Dixon 


“°T’O THE Jew: first”. (Rom. 1: 16; 
2: yt udson Taylor, founder 
of the ina Inland Mission, used to 
Sir his first offering of the year to 
’s ancient people. A great burden 
of love for Israel has been bequeathed 
to us all by the apostle Paul, whose life 
we have just been studying (Rom. 9: 1- 
3; 10:1). It was his joy to gather alms 
rom the Gentile Christians for the suf- 
fering Jews, and we can give no warmer 
tribute to his memory than to dedicate 
our New Year’s offering to such missions 
among the Jews as the Gorodishz work 
in Russia, or Dr. Rohold’s Bible School 
in the Holy Land. | : 

Israel to-day, as in the time of Jero- 
boam, is given over to the worship of 
gold and commerce, far from the God-or- 
dained place of worship. Shall we not take 
up Paul’s legacy of-love and prayer, and 
as we enter the New Year with studies 
of ancient Israel, interest ourselves prac- 
tically in the world-wide sufferings of 
modern Israei? Let us pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem. ‘They shall prosper 
that love thee. 


Nracara Fatts, Can. 
oe 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Failure.—The king . . . forsook 
the counsel of the old men (v. 13). It 
should be remembered that Solomon in 
all his glory, like many another: showy 
“king” with houses of cedar, gold of 
Ophir, purple and fine linen, was an ig- 
nominious failure. Gave up his work in 
the Sunday-school, had week-end parties, 
champagne dinners, Sunday golf, so to 
speak. Our newspapers are full of Re- 
hoboam stories. The reporters seem to 
think the poor. boobs are news. No- 
body can tell a Rehoboam anything. He 
knows it all. Did it ever occur to you 
that Rehoboam (and by Rehoboam I 
mean every prince of the blood, which in- 
cludes you and me) can have a pros- 
perous and happy kingdom if he _ will 
just listen to the old fellows? They 
‘have been through the mill,” and “know 
the ropes.” The march of years with 
their hits and misses have ripened! their 
judgment. I have shown by all the 








y 
night, Reho! Solomon 
a start from his father. Solo- 
mon’s boy didn’t. And the proud king- 
dom went to sticks! (1) 


The Strike.—To your tents, O Israel 
(v. 16). You can’t realize what a break 
this was unless you remember that Da- 
vid’s was a name to conjure with in Is- 
rael. Suppose Cetey Wee had 
left a male line in erica with every 
school boy and girl singing “First in 

e, first in war, first in the hearts of 

is coun-tree-men.” Why, the Washing- 
tons would be holdin e best jobs at 
the Capital, and Mt. Vernon would be 
as Mt. Zion. Labor and social condi- 
tions in Israel must have been worse 
than anything we can i ine at this 
distance for such a revulsion as this. 
The conditions must have been some- 
= = those in France —— i 
° e court was gay, grand, giori- 
ous, and godless. The people enslaved, 
shot, and starved. The Bourbon line, 
like the David line, wound up in rebel- 
lion, revolution, and blood. And both 
because the “divinely anointed” let go 
of Divinity. History is forever repeat- 
ing itself’ because human nature never 
» but repeats over and over. 

And God never changes. There is no 
word in the Old Book that strikes kings, 
whether rulers of states or business, like 
the promise given by God to Rehoboam’s 
father in Proverbs 16:7, “If a man’s 
ways please the Lord, he maketh even his 
enemies to be at peace with him.” And 
which both father and son: so beautifully 
forgot. God doesn’t have to tell any 
man with brains what this promise spells 
backward. At any rate Solomon’s son 
ne it out in that ominous cry 
oe tri. e” 


home. For a general strike is exactly 


what you see in to-day’s lesson — and’ 


another Gompers at the head of it! 


Competition and Co-operation.—/f 
this people go up to... Jerusalem, then 
will the heart a this people turn again 
to Rehoboam (v. 27). he leader of 
this walk-out knew a thing or two. He 
was an up-to-date labor boss, all right. 
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_ If they went up to Jerusalem there would 


Grab the dinner pail and go| ahe 





be a getting . When i 
get together around a table, Rina ew 


Strife. ov heyer gy did not want any ac- 
tion of the trouble for just one 


reason. He would be out of a job, and 
income would . The Christian em- 
ployer will never have any trouble with 

s help, if the employer is 
om me of employer. geome 
is religion, It is a. strange thing that 
while Jesus has been telling the world 
that the Po . get alone poe A by 
co-operation, the world, especially in 
these later days, has been obsessed with 
the idea of competition. “ eat dog.” 
“Every feller for himself, and the devil 
take the hindmost.” . Our nation has 
been so far wrong that it has passed 
laws to compel competition, and then 
when real trouble came in the shape of 
an awful war threw these very laws 
aside and compelled co-operation. When 


John D. Rockefeller, Jr.. went out to; 


Colorado, the miners said, “Mr. R 
feller, if you had come out here before 
and we had come to know ze. there 
would have been no strike.” Rehoboam 
could have come down from his high 
horse, and Israel would have come out 
ef its tents—but it takes religion to do 
both of these things. That is to say, 
Christianity co-operates, and it is the 
only thing that does co-operate. We 
only really get together when we get 
next to Him (2 Cor. 6:1). 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
+ 4 
The Illustration Round -Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered fo: 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the t one each week. 


Contagious.—He . . . took counsel 
with the young men that were Age up 
with him (v. 8). We become like those 
with whom we go. I remember one 
time my brother returned home after a 
prolonged absence. As we were walking 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 





“Behold thy god,O church, 
that will bring thee into 


the-promis land’ 

















down the street together he said to me, 
“You have been going with Denning a 
deal” —a mutual friend of ours. 
urprised, I said, “How do you know 
I have?” He said, “You walk just like 
him.” What my brother said was strictly 
true, tho he did not know it. Our 
friend had a very decided way of walk- 
ing. As a matter of fact, we had been 
walking home from the Y. M. C. A. 
three or four times every week, and un- 
consciously I had wn to imitate his 
way of walking—From S. D. Gordon. 
Sent by J. A. k, Leicester, Eng. (1) 


Blinded.—Forsook the counsel of the 
old men which they had given him (v. 
13). It is all well enough for Lyman 
Abbott, himself a liberal, retaining posi- 
tion in the camp of conservatism, to 
seek to allay suspicions by saying, 
“There is as little danger of undermin- 
ing religion by new definitions of the- 
ology as there is of blotting out the stars 
of heaven by new astronomy.” But 
the fact remains, as A. J. Gordon once 
suggested, that the same people who 
fail to blot out the stars or sun from 
the heavens “may prick the eye with a 
pin” and thereby be as effectually blinded 
to light as though the sun ceased to 
shine—From the King’s Business. Sent 
by J. A. Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


Covet Jeroboam said in his 
heart, Now will the kingdom return 
to the house of David (v. 26). 
They tell a soy of Abraham Lin- 
coln in Springfield, Ill., that one day he 
was walking down the street with a 
little’ iad hanging on to either arm, and 
these two youngsters were fighting one 
another across Lincoln’s body. A pass- 
erby asked him what the matter might 

Said Lincoln with a cheery smile, 
and ‘not in the least concerned: “Just 
what is the matter with the whole world; 
I have three nuts in my pocket, and each 
of them wants two.”—From Record of 
Christian Work. Sent by W. E. Griffin, 
D.D., Atlantic City, N. J. ; 


His “Trying.”—Thou shalt not 
(Golden Text), The proprietor of a 
grocery store saw a small boy linger- 
around a barrel of apples that was 
exhibited on the pavement. “he there,” 
he said, going to the door. “What are 
ro doing?” “Nothing,” answered the 
y, with his eyes still fixed on the 
barrel. “Nothing, eh?” doubtfully re- 
turned the man. “Aren’t you trying 
to steal some of those apples?” “No, 
sir,” returned the youngster. “I’m try- 
ing not to."—From the Epworth Her- 
ald. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Sandy 
Creek, N. Y. 


Electric Prayers.—Thou shalt not bow 
down thyself unto them, nor serve them 
(Golden Text). Motor-driven prayers 
are to-day a feature of Simla, India. 
This came to pass when engineers wanted 
to harness the mountain streams up to 
dynamos to supply light and power for 
Simla. The Buddhist priests objected. 
It seems that for centuries they had 
repeated their endless prayers until they 
gtew weary, and one ingenious worshiper 
invented wheels on which were tac 
pieces of paper with prayers written on 
them. If these wheels were kept con- 
tinually in motion the prayers were just 
as effective, argued the lazy priests, as 
if they were verbally repeated. The 
power for these prayer mills was ob- 
tained -from mountain streams. And 
now unbelieving foreigners proposed to 
divert that water power for commercial 
urposes. The priests incited the peo- 
ple against the engineers, and for a time 
it looked as if the project to provide 
Simla with electricity must be given up. 
Then the tactful but firm British Gov- 
ernment took action. The power com- 
panies were given authority to proceed. 
They must agree, however, to supply all 
the prayer wheels with electric motors, 
Simla now prays by electric power.— 
From the Christian Herald. Sent b 
W. J. Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, N.Y. 
The prize for this week is awarded to 
this tllustration. (2) 


Sound Reasoning.—7Thou shalt not 
bow down thyself unto them, nor serve 
them (Golden Text). A missionary and 
his wife went to Samoa, and an old sery- 





ant sent an English doll to one of their’ 


children. This splendid doll opened and 
closed its eyes, and had a rich and varied 
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wardrobe. Roman Catholic priests had 
gained a foothold in Samoa, and among 
their wares was an image of the Virgin 
Mary, richly dressed, but with fixed 
eyes. When the natives saw the attrac- 


‘tive newly-arrived doll, they began to 


say to each other, without any prompt- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Steries” 





A-Royal Blunderer 
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Suggestions fer Using Little Jetts in Class 


Being a king, a prince of a royal house, 
with a father and grandfather of noble blood 
and great attainments; being rich and sur- 
rounded by powerful and influential friends 
all these do not prevent a fellow making 
a fool of himself; all these do not prevent 
ene from being the victim of his own folly 
or the bad counsel of unwise friends. Sorry 
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ing from. the. missionaries: “We have 
seen the god of the Roman Catholics; 
English: childrens the, pioytiies opens 

is i rs p opens 
its eyes, but the eyes of the Catholic god 
are fixed: greater is the plaything of 
the Protestants than the idol of the Ro- 
manists. What must the God of the 
Protestants be?” The priests were ab- 
solutely driven from the island by the 
doll, while the word preached the 
missionaries had ‘free course, and was 
well listened to.—From the Family 
Treasury. Sent by W. R. Clark, Belper, 
Eng. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, we 
thank thee for the ways in which thou dost 
reveal thy will to us. We thank thee that 
we do not need to grope blindly along the 
path of duty. Thou knowest that we have 
disobeyed thee, not because we could not 
know thy will, but because we would not 
follow. Our Father, forgive us, we pray 
thee! May there be no pride in us con- 
tending for any foothold in our lives. May 
we be obedient, trustful, teachable. Since 
thou hast given each one of us in thy serv- 
ice a responsibility for leadership even over 
a few, may we be humble and unselfish doers 
of thy blessed will, as we discharge these 
responsibilities. In the name of our Lord 
Jesus, Amen. : 


After the Lesson.—Did you ever see 
one of the old-fashioned letters that 
men in public life used to write? There 
is one from President U.S. Grant, in 


-| the office of The Sunday School Times, 


sending a Washington’s Birthday mes- 
sage to American Sunday-schools, and 
signed “Your obedient servant, U. S. 
Grant.” What, the President “your obe- 
dient servant”? Yes; and perhaps some 
of you will say it was a mere form; but 
ponte it wasn’t. There may have 

en more in that old-style signature 
than you suppose. It isn’t used much 
now. And Vercboam doesn’t seem to 
have had it in mind, either toward God 
er the people. en you look up to 
God in prayer, do you think of putting 
your name to your prayer in that fine 
old way? Do you sign “your obedient 
servant” when you say you will take a 
place of responsibility in God’s service? 
Are you and I oe f obedient servants? 
Oh, -the tragedy of disobedience when 
God calls! ill you have your own 
way, apart from God, or find and fol- 
low his way? Let us pray. 
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WILL YOU? 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“O worship the King.” 

‘Keep close to Jesus.” 

“The fight is on.” 

“Stand up, stand up for Jesus.” 
“Holy, Holy, Holy.” 

“My soul, be on thy guard.” 
“Have you forgotten God?” 
“Get back to the Bible.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psa set to music, including 
also seme other rts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. +. published by United Presby- 
terian. Board of Publication, Pittaburgh, Pa.) 

Psalm 1: 1-5 (1 : 1-4). 





the day for you, Rehoboam, when you turned | 


down the wise advice of your father’s ex- 


perienced old friends and counselors and took | 


up the foolish suggestions of some reckless 
college mates. Fortune and success and 


happiness turned their faces away from you, | 
royal boy, when you were so weak-eyed as | 
to swap the pure gold of wisdom and ex- | 


perience for the tinsel of recklessness. Riches 
and vested power may ride rough-shod for 
a brief season, but sooner or later they 
erumple up before justice and outraged 
public opinion. 

Rehoboam’s giddy young friends were about 
the most costly luxury he ever gathered to 


Psalm 5 : 1-12 (i1 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 9-16 (239: 1-3). ° 
Psalm 132: 1-18 (268 : 1-3). 
Psalm 63: 1-11 (134 : 1-3). 


w 
The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Howard A. Banks 


T WAS not the national existence but 
the tribal pre-eminence of Judah that 
was set forth in the prophecy recorded 


| in Genesis 49: 10, and so when Jehovah 


} 
| 
| 


tells Jeroboam that he is going to give 
him rule over ten of the tribes in order 


his bosom. For the sake of their favor,; to “afflict the seed of David,” he adds 
which was worse than worthless, he lost! “but not forever.” Judah’s tribal pre- 


five-sixths of his kingdem and sent ten 
tribes into idolatry. 


Greensporo, N. C, 


eminence was maintained until David’s 
line ended, in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
When Jeroboam was in Egypt (11: 





40) he must have coupled with. the 
prephecy of Ahijah the Shilonite (11: 
29) the wonderful experience of his 
ancéstor Joseph as Premier of 

and recal blessings pronoun 

old Jacob on Ephraim, the son of Josep 
(Gen. 48: 13-20; 49: 22-26). And it was 
in that he evidently got the idea 
of golden calves as being good work- 
able gods. Aaron the High Priest, be- 
fore him, had the same idolatrous notion 
from the same source. 
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| Department Helps | 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


RANSITION ‘from last Quarter. — 

Show the Bible. This is the best 
story-book in the world. In it are many 
interesting stories about people who lived 
long before Jesus, whose birthday we 
remembered last Sunday, when we talked 
about the visit ' of the Wise-men with 
their pas soon who lived long be- 
fore Paul and his companions, whose 
missionary travels we have talked about. 
Those stories are in the New Testament. 

This is New Year’s Day, so we will 
begin some of the interesting stories 
from the Old Testament about Kings and 
Prophets. 


Lesson Teaching.—God’s way is the 
1 st way. 

Introduction—This (blackboard, sand- 
board, or table-top) will help us to think 
of the Promised Land which God gave 
to his Chosen People, the Jews. (Note. 
—Maps are useless with Primary chil- 
dren of six, seven, and eight).. Over 
all this land three great kings had ruled 
one after the other: Saul, David, and 
Solomon. Saul was big and strong; 
David loved God better than anything 
else; he played on the harp, and. wrote 
many of the Psalms or songs which have 
been kept in our Bible. is Shepherd 
Psalm we know and love. The very 
first Psalm begins: Blessed is the man 
that walketh not in the counsel of the 
wicked. David tried to teach his son 
Solomon to live that way — to know that 
God’s way is the best way. Solomon 
was a very rich and wise king who lived 
in a wonderful palace. He built God’s 
temple in Jerusalem where the people 
gathered to worship on their feast days. 
After many years King Solomon died 
and was buried in the city-of David his 
father. 

Lesson Story—Prince Rehoboam was 
chosen to be king after Solomon, his 
father. Rehoboam went to a great city 
of Israel to be crowned as king. Some 
of the people wanted Rehoboam to make 
some promises before he was crowned. 
They were tired of Paving heavy taxes 
and working so hard to make the king 
rich, while they were poor. 

A clever man, named Jeroboam, came 
with other leaders to talk to Prince 
Rehoboam. They said, We want you to 
make our burdens lighter than your 
father, King Solomon, did, then we will 
serve you. Rehoboam said to them, 
away and come back in three days, and 
then I will tell you what I will do. So 
they went away. 

Rehoboam first talked to the old men 
wno had been his father’s friends. They 
said, If you listen to these people and 
answer them kindly they will serve you 
forever. 5 

Then Rehoboam called some of his 
young friends and asked them what they 
thought. They answered something like 
this: The people are lazy and do not 
want to work. You tell them that you 
will make their burdens heavier instead 
of lighter. This will make them know 
that you are king. 

Three days passed, then the leaders 
came to hear Rehoboam’s answer. Re- 
hoboam spoke pn ag saying, My 
father made you work hard, but I will 
make you work harder. Then Rehoboam 
had a big surprise — for when they heard 
his rough words they said to him, We 
will have nothing more to do with you. 
You can look after yourself. You can- 
not be our king. Go back to your tents, 
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O Israel!. We will choose another king, 
so they went away and chose Jeroboam 
for their king. ; 

Re could not believe it was 
true, so he sent a friend to talk with 
them, but they stoned this friend to 
death, Then Rehoboam became fright- 
ened and hurried to get into his chariot 
to flee to Jerusalem. So land was 
divided.. (Mark a line.) ehoboam had 
only two tribes in his part in the south, 
while Jeroboam had ten tribes in his 
part to the north. 

Then Rehoboam got ready to fight to 
make Israel come back to him, but God’s 
prophet warned him not to fight. 

Jeroboam was: afraid that his pooes 
would want to go back to Jerusalem to 
worship in the temple, so the first thing 
that he did was to make two golden im- 
ages of calves and set them up in two 
cities at the north and south part of his 
country. Then he told the people that 
they might worship there because Jeru- 
salem was too far away. FP bg dis- 
aheged God’s command, Thou shalt not 
make unto thee any graven image — to 
bow down to worship it. 

So both of these kings, Rehoboam and 
pereheam, forgot that God’s way is the 

st way. They chose their own way. 
They did not remember what the first 
psalm teaches: Blessed is the man that 
walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, 
They brought great troubles to their 
people. Other stories will tell how God 
tried to help his people to choose the 
right way. 

After the Story.—On this first day of 
the New Year, and every day, let us 
remember that God’s way is the best 
way, and when we wake each morni 
let us pray, Teach me thy way, O Lor 


ProriA, Itt. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week’ *) 


1. Review of Hebrew history. 


2. Losing a kingdom through bad ad- 
vice. 


3. God’s way or mine — which “pays”? 
4. God overruling men and nations. ~ 











E BEGIN the new year with a 
wholly different series of lessons, 
so we must needs get our bearings be- 
fore we study details. We are to study 
the latter half of Hebrew history, so 
we will need the review of the first 
art as a background. Sketch it in 
arge outline only (board work) through 
the reign of Solomon, about as follows: 
1. The Period of the Patriarchs: 
from the call of Abraham to the birth 
of Moses, the chosen family in Canaan 
and Egypt. 

2. The Period of the Exodus: from 
the release from Egypt to the entrance 
into Canaan,—the family becoming a 
nation under Moses and Joshua. 

3- The Period of the Judges. the 
tribes conquering Canaan, from Joshua 
to Samuel. 

4. The Period of the United King- 
dom: from the plea for a king to the 
death of Solomon, — Saul, David, Solo- 
mon. F 
5. The Period of the Divided King- 
dom: from Rehoboam’s reply to his 

ople’s petition to the capture of Zede- 

iah,— the decline of the nation. 

It is this fifth period that we shall 
be studying for six months to come, 
so we may halt here for the details 
of each lesson, completing this Old 
Testament outline when we shall take 
up the last two periods of all for the 
summer Quarter. 

2. Our lesson presents to us two young 
men who were strong contrasts in many 
ways.- Rehoboam was the prince “to the 
purple born,” the heir of, and successor 
to, his wise, rich, and unhappy father, the 
glorious King Solomon, who left to his 
son the greatest territory and resources 
ever under Hebrew control. Brought 
up in the as 4 of luxury if ever a young 
man was, he was just the character 
we might expect, except that he lacked 

(Continued on page 7376) 
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‘Thie PRICELESS INGREDIENT 


him for counsel, which he gave freely to all, asking nothing in return. 


There came to him a young man, who had spent much but got little, and said: 
“Tell me, Wise One, what shall I do to receive the most for that which I spend?” — 


Hakeem answered, “A thing that is bought or sold has no value unless it con- 
tain that which cannot be bought or sold. Look for the Priceless Ingredient.” 


“But, what is this Priceless Ingredient?” asked the young man. 
Spoke then the Wise One, “My son, the Priceless Ingredient of every product 


= . =e 


fin the market-place is the Honor and Integrity of him who makes it. 


his name before you buy.” 


Three words of this old tale—“The 
‘ Priceless Ingredient”—tell the story of 
the House of Squibb, revealing the secret 
of its service and success, 


E. R. Squibb & Sons was founded in 
1858 by Dr. Edward R. Squibb, a physi- 
cian and chemist of high principles and 
ideals. He was inspired, not by hope of 
financial gain (for he had money enough 
for all his needs), but by professional 
duty and personal honor. His aim was 
to set a new and higher standard in 
chemical and pharmaceutical manufac- 
ture, by making products of greater 
purity than had yet been known.. 

Within three years the Squibb Labora- 
tories had attained a position of leader- 
ship. In 1861 the Government of the 
United States turned confidently to 
Squibb for products needed for a million 


onsider. 


men in our Civil War. That was sixty 
years ago. The reputation so early won, 
the House of Squibb holds today invio« 


late and values far above profits. 


In 1917, as in 1861, the United States 
Government again turned confidently to 


Squibb for products needed for millions 


of men in the World War, and after the 
War, conferred upon the House of Squibb 
the Award for Distinguished Service. 


For more than half a century the name 
Squibb has been recognized as full guar- 
anty of skill, knowledge and honor in the 
manufacture of chemical and pharma- 
ceutical products made exclusively for 
the medical profession and used only by; 
the physician and the surgeon. 

The name Squibb on HOUSEHOLD 
PRODUCTS is equally valued as positive 
assurance of true purity and reliability. 





Squibb’s Bicarbonate of Soda—exceedingly pure, there- 
fore without bitter taste. 

Squibb’s Epsom Salt—free from impurities, 
also for taste. 

Squibb’s Sodium Phosphate—a specially purified prod- 
uct, free from arsenicsy therefore safe. 

Squibb’s Cod Liver Oil—selected finest Norwegian; 
cold pressed; pure in taste. Rich in vitamine. 

Squibb’s Olive Oil—selected oil from Southern France. 
Absolutely pure. (Sold only through druggists.) 

Squibb’s Sugar of Milk—specially refined for preparing 

infants’ food. Quickly soluble. In sealed tins. 

Squibb’s Boric Acid—pure and perfectly soluble. Soft 
powder for dusting; granular form for solutions, 


Preferred 


Squibb’s Castor Oil—specially refined, bland in taste; 

dependable. 

Squibb’s Stearate of Zinc—a soft and protective pow- 
der of highest purity. 

Squibb’s Magnesia Dental Cream—made from Squibb’s 
Milk of Magnesia. Contains no soap or other 
detrimental substance. Corrects mouth acidity. 

Squibb’s Talcum Powder—Carnation, Violet, Boudoir, 
and Unscented. The talcum powder par excel- 
lence. 

Squibb’s Cold Cream—an exquisite preparation of cor- 
rect composition for the care of the skin. ; 

Squibb’s Pure Spices—specially selected by laboratory 
tests for their full strength and flavor. (Sold 
only through druggists.) 


Sold by reliable druggists everywhere, in original sealed packages. 
The “Priceless Ingredient” of every product is the honor and integrity of its maker, 
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Why Not a Christmas 
| Remembrance That Will Last 
Throughout the Whole Year? 


Isn’t it well to find some way of providing a 
Christmas giving plan, by which friend may 
have fellowship with friend throughout the 





whole year? 





Many have used a very simple and not 
costly plan for this, by letting The Sunday 
School Times make an every-week visit to 
several friends during the whole year—a 
Christmas gift that continues from week to 
week its friendly mission. 


Five or more subscriptions ordered at one 
time at the club rate of $1.50 a year are 
sent to separate addresses wherever you 
wish. (For each foreign subscription 50 
cents additional for postage.) 


In ordering, if you will indicate that the 
subscriptions are for Christmas gifts, we 
shall be glad to send to each one on your 


list a beautiful Christmas card bearing this 
wording, with your name added,— 


“The Sunday School Times will come to you as a weekly 
reminder of my sincere wishes for a joyful Christmas and 
a New Year of abounding blessing in life and service.” 


Wouldn’t this blank be a convenience to 
you? If so, why not cut it out, fill it out now, 
and mail it to-day, so that the special 
Christmas card may reach your friends in 
time, telling of your gift? Thank you! 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Enclosed you willfind$... ., for which please send The 
Sunday School Times for ome year to the following as a 
Christmas gift: 


Additional Christmas gift subscriptions may be sent en a separate sheet of paper. 


Name and address of person sending the order: 
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Your Class of Girls 
(Continued from page 734) 


that fine balance of mind which won 
for his father world-wide fame. (1) 

_It was self, first, last, and all the 
time, with Prince Rehoboam, and what 
this particular self wanted was a con- 
tinuance of the easy “good times” he 
had been having all his life. His new 
responsibility weighed lightly in the bal- 
ance against his pleasure. when his 
neces made an earnest plea for the 
ightening of their unbearable taxes, he 
turned away from the advice of his 
father’s old councillors to what he wanted 
to hear from his own chosen com- 
panions. Never was a more insolently 
selfish answer. given by a young mon- 
arch to a burdened people than Reho- 

m’s. Have the exact words read by 
the girl appointed to sketch the 
as recorded in 1 Kings 12: 1-14 

3. The result of such selfishness comes | 
out best in telling the story of that, 
other young man, Jeroboam, the son 
of Nebat, but also, as we are told, the 
son of a widow, one h, hence, pre- 
sumably, not brought up with expensive 
habits of self-indulgence. Have another 
girl prepare to sketch his story as it is 
Ph in 1 Kings 11: 26-40 and 12: 1-33. 

a a striking contrast to Re- 
hoboam, from whom he so easily wrested 
the ten tribes, Jeroboam was no more 
the “man after God’s own heart” than 
was Rehoboam. Jeroboam’s faults were 
those of a strong, self-confident nature, 
headstrong, but for a larger purpose 
than mere self-indulgence, determined 
and resourceful, but for a bad end. 
When the people sent for him to re- 
turn from his exile in Egypt they chose 
well, as far as ability to lead was con- 
cerned — but whither? 

Rehoboam’s opportunity to rule wisely 
a loyal people, already established for 
Jehovah, was lost through listening to 
the bad advice of weak and selfish men; 
gerenenns opportunity was to re-estab- 
ish a mistreated people, for Jehovah, 
lost both to himself and to God through - 
his own self-will. His strong idea was 
to turn the people to Jeroboam, though 
that meant turning them away from 
core and ge | both for them andj; 

imself the very thing he most desired, 
strength and power among othe 
tions. (3) 

There are no girls in this bit of He- 
brew history, but two types of girl- 
hood are here (who may be in your'| 
class) in the riatures of these two young 
men. No girl likes to admit that she 
is of the Rehoboam kind, spoiled and 
weakened by the indulgence of riches, 
but many a one is rather proud of be-| 
ing like the rough-and-ready son of the 
widow, able to think of a way to get 
what he wanted and then to carry out 
his plans through all opposition. (4) 

This type needs the stronger warnin 
of the two, for misdirected stren 
is far more disastrous than weak self-in-. | 
dulgence to both the self-willed girl 
and those whom she so easily leads. Is 
she leading her followers towards God 
or away from him to self-chosen ends, 
very like Jeroboam’s two golden calves? 
Her argument may be as plausible as 
his (12: 25-33) —let her search to see 
whether her aim was “devised in her | 
own heart,” like his, or is the way of) 
God’s appointment, 

4. We must not lose our opportunity | 
to show here the overruling God of men | 
and nations, who chose Jeroboam to) 
bring the punishment Solomon merited 
by his own idolatrous desertion of Je- 
hovah. Let it be the teacher’s part of 
the discussion to bring this out (see 
chapter 11 and 12: 24), but also to make 
plain that God never planned Jeroboam’s 
idolatrous worship at Dan and Bethel. 
God gave him an opportunity, and Jero- 
boam lost it—God overrules, but we 
choose how we shall use what he gives 


us. (5) 
Home Study 
_ Read the rest_of Jeroboam’s interest- 
ing story in 1 Kings 13 and 14 and 2 
Chronicles 13: 1-20. 
Decatur, Ga. 
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From the Boys’ Lookout 
By Paul Teas 





How the Lessen is Taught This Week 
PP vas prophecy, and how it was ful- 


What the “walking delegates” asked 
of Rehoboam. 

What would have kept Rehoboam go- 
ing straight ~and how can it keep us? 

Calves of gold in 192a—how may we 
avoid them? , 














Why not “say it with books” — they 
last longer! 





[An editorial statement on the third 
of this issue explains the, change of plan 
the article for teachers of boys’ classes 
commences in this issue, and gives an ac- 
count of the remarkable class of boys taught 
by Mr. Teas, the lesson work in which will 
be shared week by week with readers of The 
Sunday School Times. = 

The Editor recently wrote to Stafford 
Sprague, the president of the class, the fol- 
lowing letter: 

“I have been mighty interested in what 
Mr. Teas has told me about the way you 
fellows are already helping him to ‘put 
across’ the new plan for a lesson help in 
The Sunday School Times for teachers of 
boys. I am going to tell readers of The 
Sunday School Times a little about what you 
all are doing in this matter. I think it will 
put iron in the blood of lots of other classes. 
As I wrote to Mr. Teas, I believe we can all 
pull it off together in great shape if we go 
ahead the way we've begun. I am sure we 
can if we de it the way Mr. Teas’ article on 
the first lesson of the new year points out 
that Rehoboam ought to have done it but 
didn’t! 

“I wish you would just pass this word of 
mine en to the whole class, and tell them I 
shall be mighty glad to hear from any of 
them, as from yourself also, at any time.”] 


HO was Rehoboam? Who was 
Jeroboam? How can we learn to 
tell them apart? 

A moment or two spent in untangling 
the two like-sounding names will pay 
most classes, even though our lessons 
are to move rapidly away from to-day’s 
beginning and  to-day’s characters. 
Teachers who assign advance..work — 
and most’ classes will take to such as- 
signments readily, if the questions aren’t 
too hard—will do well to have two 
boys read through 1 Kings 11 and pick 


| up the history of each man. 


Just a bit of interesting sidelight, too, 
can be thrown in by a boy who has read 
up in advance on Ahijah’s dramatic 


| prophecy, in verses 29-39 of chapter 11; 


and a series of important links in the 
chain of the story leading up to the les- 


| son text itself can be supplied if another 
| is instructed in advance to inform him- 


self on the first eleven verses of .chap- 
ter 12, : 

After all, people in Rehoboam’s time 
weren’t much different from people in 
ours, if, we compare the requests the 
people made- to Rehoboam with those 
put up to employers by the unions’ walk- 
ing delegates in the case of labor diffi- 
culties. Your up-to-date boy will be 

uick to catch the parallel between the 
amiliar “more pay, shorter hours, bet- 
ter working conditions,” and the things 
asked by the men of Israel. 

As for Rehoboam’s foolish error, with 
its fatal results—how could he have 


| avoided making it? How can we, in our 
| day, know that the decisions we make 


are not going to lead us, too, into error 
and destruction? 

Céuld Rehoboam have chosen an even 
better way than to take counsel with old 
men and young men? If so, what would 
it have been? His father had known a 
better course; his prayer in 1 Kings 3:9 
would have been a model not only for 
Rehoboam, but for men of all ages — 
particularly our own! 

The big, fast-moving things being done 
to-day in business, science, exploration 
athletics, all grip the imagination of 
every boy: his hero-loving soul has for 
its model some leader. in whichever of 
these activities appeals to him: the most. 
Oh, that all the boys in all our classes may 
quickly learn that there can be no great- 
ness save that which makes the daily, 
hourly request with the great apostle, 
“Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 
arid receives the same prompt answer 
that came to him, “Arise, and go. . 
and it shall be told thee.” 

Jeroboam, too, should come in for a 
share of our discussion if time permits. 
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Clear the Skin 
Boxy Oiniment, Team 3c secrubare,Fezmarpls 
The Trumbull Year Book 


Choice daily readings for life’s 
everyday problems. Compiled from 
the writings of Henry Clay Trumbull. 


Leather, 60 cents; cloth, 35 cents, postpaid 
(Very slightly shelfworn) 
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1031 Walnut Street, - - - Philadelphia 














What do vefses .26, 27 show about: his 
real motives for wanting to become king? 
Why would it have been better for the 
people if they had kept on going to Jeru- 
salem to worship, instead of stopping at 
the nearer places where Jeroboam had 
set up the golden-calf idols? 

Finally, what kind of “calves of gold” 
have kept us from living in 1921 the 
Christian lives we know we should have 
lived? How can we avoid those sins in 
1922? Perhaps not many boys of the 
ages of ours will feel like “getting down 
to cases” and calling things by their real 
names. Perhaps in some classes closing 
time will. come before this question has 
been reached, even. But of all the worth- 
making and worth-keeping New Year’s 
resolutions, surely these should rank first. 


For Next Week’s Lesson 


(To be assigned in advance for home- 
work.) 


Who was Elijah? Who was Ahab? 
Read 1 Kings 16 to get a connected story 
—and ready to tell it. 

Why did God bring a long drought 
(v. 1) upon the land? 

Instead of especially protecting and 
caring for Elijah (vs. 3, 4, 6), why did 
not God leave him to suffer in the 
famine, along with those who had done 
evil? 

Can you recall, out of your own expe- 
rience or observation, any cases in which 
people in our time have been cared for 
in any such marvelous way as this? 

When God sends special blessings into 
your life and mine, as he did for Elijah 
in keeping him supplied with food and 
drink, what does he expect us to do 
next? 

Do you think Elijah had any special 
reason for adding the word “first” in 
verse 13, when he said “make me a lit- 
tle cake”? If so, what was it? 

Suppose the widow had used her little 
supply of meal and oil for herself and 
her son, instead of making it up for Eli- 
jah. Do you think that would have 
changed the rest of the story any? If so, 
how? 

Hupson, Onto, 
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3 Children at Home 





A Fish Out of Water 
By Janet Thomas Van Osdel 


~ up to my rooms, Jerry,” said 
Uncle aay, who was carrying a 
fair-sized box as he entered the living- 
room one rainy, windy day. Jerry was 
cur SS3% air looking at a 
book. “J think that I have something 
here that’s worth your seeing.” 
en 3 threw the book aside and was 
out of the chair at a bound, followin 
‘close on the heels of his tall Uncle 
Jimmy. When Uncle Jimmy had any- 
thing to show it was always worth see- 


ing. 

what is it, Uncle Jimmy?” he asked. 

“Well, it’s a fish out of water,” an- 
swered Uncle Jimmy. 

“Oh, a dead fish!” said Jerry, not 
quite able to keep the disappointment 
out of his voice. j 

“It isn’t a dead fish—or if it is I'll 
be your most disgusted uncle. The rea- 
son I called you is because/I wanted 
you to see a live fish out of ‘water, and 
one that had been out for several weeks 
at that. It was brought away from 
Africa to me.” 

“Why, Uncle Jimmy, I thought fish 
couldn’t livé out of water any more than 
we could live in it!” 

They had reached Uncle Jimmy’s 
rooms now and gone inte the one where 
he worked, and where there was running 
water.. Uncle Jimmy put a big pan un- 





der the water. Then he removed a 
piece of burlap from the top-of the box | 
and lifted out of it a great lump of mud | 
with a hole in one side of it, 

“That’s the fish’s nest,” explained | 
Uncle Jimmy, placing it in the pan of | 
water. “It comes from a hot country, | 
you see, where the rivers go dry a part 
of the year. When the , season is 
coming on, this fish buries itself in the 
mud, makes a little tunnel that leads to 
the air, places its mouth near the open- 
ing to this tunnel, and breathes through 
its lungs. That hole you see there is 
the outlet of the tunnel it’s breathing 
through.” 

“I didn’t know fish had lungs; I 
thought they breathed through gills,” 
said Jerry. 

“So they do — most of them. But the 
reason we're so interested in this fish 
is because it’s so different from the or- 
dinary run of its tribe, and has lungs 
as well as gills. When there isn’t any 
water for it to live in, it does very 
nicely without, and breathes through its 
lungs, but if it is placed in water it be- 
gins at once to use its gills.” 

“Does it get its food through that hole, 
too?” asked Jerry. 

“No, it doesn’t eat any food after it 
buries itself in the mud. When it comes 
out it will be thin as a bear that has hi- 
bernated all the winter, for it does just 
what he does—lives on its own fat 
that has been put on during the time 
when it could get food.” . 

It seemed to Jerry that they watched 
the pan with the lump of clay in it for 
a long, long time and nothing happened. 
He saw a disappointed look creep into 
Uncle Jimmy’s gray eyes. 

“Is it dead?” asked Jerry. 

“It certainly doesn’t act very lively,” 
answered his uncle. 

But even as he spoke, there was the 
slightest movement near the hole in the 
mound of clay and the nose of a fish 
poked through. Jerry thought it took 
its time about coming out, but perhaps 
that was because it had had no food for 
so long. At last there it lay in the 
water before them —a fish as long as 
Jerry’s arm, with no scales, for its skin 
was almost as smooth as a snake’s, Its 
fins were so long that they had more the 
appearance of, little legs. 

“Well, it sure is a funny-looking 
fish!” said Jerry. 

“It is, rather,” agreed Uncle Jimmy. 
“Now it’s breathing through its gills and 
giving its lungs a rest. Do you suppose 
it thinks it’s about time it had some- 
thing to eat?) Run down to the garden 








and get some lettuce. We'll give it that 
to break its long fast.” 


“What's its name?” asked Jerry, paus- 
ing in the doorway. 

“Its common name is just what you 
might guess. Since it has such a goo 
pair of lungs, which is what makes it 
different from most of the fish family, 
what do you suppose it might be called?” 

“Lung-fish?” asked Jerry. 

“Right the first guess!” answered 
Uncle Jimmy. “Lung-fish is its name.” 

Oak Park, ILL, 
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Calendar of Conferences 


PRR OIINS. oo ccceccccccses January 12-15, 1922 


The annual Winter Conference of the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony will be held at the 
Chambers-Wylie Presbyterian Church, Broad 
Street below Spruce, Philadelphia, starting 
Thursday evening at seven o’clock, and con- 
tinuing mornings, afternoons, and evenings 
through Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. 

The recently formed Young People’s Auxil- 
iary of the Testimony will share in the con- 
duct of the conference, the opening meeting 
on Thursday, 7 P. M., being a young peo- 
ple’s meeting for praise and prayer led by 
Mr. John W. Lane, the Auxiliary Chairman. 

Other speakers of the conference are the 
Rev. Paul Rader, Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomhs, 
Dr. J. Campbell White, Dr. W. B. Anderson, 
Dr. Henry. W. Frost, the Rev. Henry L. 
Hellyer, Mr. Addison C. Raws, Mr. and Mrs. 
J. Harvey Borton, and Mr. Charles G. 
Trumbull. 

Full information, with the program of the 
conference, may be had by addressing the 
Victorious Life Testimony, Room 600, Perry 
Building, S. E. Cor. Sixteenth and Chestnut 
Streets, Philadelphia. 

Keswick, N. J., is now open to returned 
missionaries and other Christian workers 
seeking rest and refreshment, physical and 
spiritual. Situated near Lakewood, the noted 
health. resort, Keswick is a place of lakes 
linked. by limpid streams, and of rustic 
rambles in piney woods. Victorious Life 
Conferences are held there from time to time 
during the entire year, and the spiritual at- 
mosphere is not less notable than the tonic 
out-of-doors air. The charge for room and 
board is $10 a week. Further information 
may be had from Addison C. Raws, Keswick 
Grove, N. J 





og O18) ) Oe ie 


Select Notes 








Accounts Always Aadited and Correct 


? ’ 
REVELL’S Church Treasurer’s 
Record “wrexiv"ENVELOPE SYSTEM” 

THREE SIZES. SEND FOR PRICES 
H A returnabl. thi lt 
Offer f) vemt, postpatl: for examination to 
any treasurer. Give number of church members. 
FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
158 Fifth Ave., New York. 17 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago 








AN ANNOUNCEMENT 


of interest to readers of The Sunday School Times 
in Cleveland and vicinity ! 
THE BOOKS, PAMPHLETS and TRACTS 
of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
in compiete assortment are on exhibit at and can 
procured of the 


RELIGIOUS BOOK REPOSITORY 








3804 Payne Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 








That Story Two Weeks Ago | 








Recommended These Books: 





(A good list for a last minute Christmas order, or. to keep for future 
reference. For further explanation see page 702 issue of Dec 3.) 








For giris: 
“ And Other Folks,” 50cts; “ Pearl's 
| Secret,” 75cts. 
| For boys: 
“ Boy-Talks,” $1.50; “Say, Fel- 
lowe” $125. , 
For an adult class: 
“A ing with Sister Abigail,” 
25cts. (art covers, 60cts.); 


“ Studies in the Deity of Christ, 25cts; 
“1922 Bible Success Band Book- 
lets,” $2 a dozen? $15 a hundred, 
20 cts each 





For the superintendent: |} 
"nee Workers’ Commentary,” | 





For ayoung man: 
* Life of Heary Clay Trum- 
bull” (de ed), $2.50. 
For the pastor : 
“My Life (Sank d the Story 
of the Gospal Hyoee,” $2: 
“ Studies in Oriental Social Life,” $2. 
For the teachers: 
“ A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools,” 
5cts. 




















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. , 


| 
(A quick order should bring Christmas delivery) | 











Christian Workers Commentary 


By JAMES M. GRAY, D.D., Dean of Moody Bible Institute. 


Covers the whole Bible, with questions for use of teachers, or in family devotions and adult Bible classes. 
Concise and practical. Recommended by the late Dr. Scofield. A Christmas gift that will be appreciated. 


$3, postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 103: 


ALMUT St., PHILADELPHIA. 





af 


_ ABET OK 


Tt tetls how to receive 
@ generous income for 
life: regular, unchange- 
able, non-taxable. In- 
vestment absolutely 
safe. Your money 
helps a Christian enter- 

















ee 2g 
SE a an 





Sunday-School Lessons 


Full list ef International Lesson 

titles, Scripture selections, Gold- 

en Texts, departmental topics, 
and memory verses. 


NOW READY 
$1 a dozen, 


Tue SuNDayY SCHOOL Times COMPANY 
7031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 





10c a copy 


Mr. Superintendent: Every teacher of 
your school will appreciate a copy of 
this handy reference leaflet. 
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Philadelphia, December 17, 1921 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following: rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 
postage. 

1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
$ > separate addresses or in a 
package, to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year. 

2 00 One copy, or any number of 
$ ° copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 





The Sunday School Times will be sent to | particularly Blessed. 


any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the following rate: 

One copy, one year, $2, and 50 cents ad- 
ditional for postage. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Please be sure to state the old as well 
as the new address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
please give name and address of your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
schoel to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
3033 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Bessie E. Stockwell 





| January 8. Utilizing Opportunities. Gen. 41: 


14-40; 2 Cor. 6:1, 2. 
January 15. God in Our Lives. Gal. 5 : 16- 
26. ~~ 


January 22. Do Christian -Principles Apply 
to Buying and Selling? Prov. 20:10, 14; 
Amos 8 : 4-6; Luke 6: 38. 

January 29. What the World Owes to For- 
eign Missionaries. Matt. 28 : 16-20. (Mis- 
sionary mecting.) 


Sunday, January 1 


Better Christian Endeavor Societies 
‘ (1 Cor. 15 : 57, 58) 


(Consecration Meeting) 


Mon.—More Prayer (i Tim. 2: 1-8). A Chris- 
tian Endeavor Society without prayer is 
an organization without results. A life 
without prayer is a fruitless life. Without 
Him — “nothing”; with him, “all things.” 

Tues.—More Bible-Reading (1: Peter 2: 1-5). 
“The Bible seldom speaks, and certainly 
never its deepest, sweetest words, to those 
who read it in a hurry. ... Only those who 
know it can realize the joy that fills tte 
spirit when one has made a great ‘find’ in 
it,” says F. B. Meyer. 


Wed.—More Consecration (Phil. 3 : 7-10). 
“There must be full surrender before there 
can be full blessedness. God admits you 
by the one into the other,” writes Frances 
Ridley Havergal. God intends “that in all 
things He might have the pre-eminence.” 


Thurs.—More Mutual Helpfulness (Rom. 12: 
4-10). Every Christian is given at least 
one gift by the Spirit. The withholding 
of your service means loss to the Body 
of Christ. You may be a small member, 
but you are mecessary. 

Fri.—More Aggressive Work (Acts 18 : 24-28). 
Apollos was aggressive in preaching the 
Gospel. Many souls might be won in your 
community and many led into life service 
for.the Master if you were aggressive for 
him. 

Sat.—More Spiritual Power (1 Cor. 2: 1-5). “I 
can do all things through Christ.” He is 
the dynamite of the Christian’s activity. 
He can work through you if you allow 
him a channel. 


7, Christian Endeavor Society is 
often called the Training School of 
the Church. Some of these training 
schools are splendidly efficient, some woe- 
fully inefficient. The coming of the New 
Year, with its new officers and new com- 
mittees, should bring a new ambition to 
every Endeavorer to be a better member 
of a better society. 

One surrendered life often shapes a 
society’s activity and inspires to higher 
ideals. God could use you to chafige 
your whole church and your community. 

The efficiency standards prepared by 
the United Society of Christian Endeav- 
or are splendid indicators of the strength 
of an organization, The greatest test 
of a movement, however, is not its inner 
condition, but its extension work. 

“Go out into the highways and hedges, 
and compel them to come in, that my 
house may be filled,” is the Master’s 
plea. Trained to witness for him weekly, 
to read and study his Word, to com- 
mune with him daily, God can use a 
group of young Christians in a mighty 
soul-winning work. Such a group has 
conducted mid-week prayer services in 
various churches, one member leading the 
meeting, another acting as chorister, an- 


| other as speaker (giving an evangelistic 
| message), all assisting in personal work. 


In pre-Easter services this group was 


The need of Spirit-filled young peo- 


| ple in all of our churches and communi- 


ties is acute. Oh, that all Endeavor so- 
cieties were awake to the need and eager 
to obtain the spiritual equipment for 
God's service! 

*“One- person praying earnestly, per- 
severingly, and quietly may change the 
tone of a society. No society is hope- 
less, no meetings past mending. In God 
we have a powertully ally."—R. P. An- 
derson. 

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
stedfast, unmovable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, forastnuch as 


in the Lo 


‘lesson was. about Joshua crossing the 





ye Saoe et your See Ba ee 
rd” ° 


ter societies ?—A society is made up of 
individuals. “What kind of a society 
would my society be, if every member 
were just like me?” 

How may our society be improved 7— 
Measure your society by the efficiency 
chart, ask the Lord for further light, 
then set out through faith. and prayer 
to remedy the shortcomings. 

How do societies sometimes grow 
weak ?—Sometimes the officers and mem- 
bers forget their high calling and fall 
into selfish ways, thinking only of their 
own pleasure and their own_cliques. The 
cause is sure to lag until “Others” takes 
the place of “Self. 


Norwoop, Ox10. 
+ 4 
After Thirty Years 
A letter. from an old reader of The Sunday 
. School Times | 


| SROs I must tell you how glad I 
am after thirty years or more to have | 
The Sunday School Times once more. 





In those days long ago I was a Sun- 
day-school superintendent in a small city | 
in Minnesota (Owatonna), and also a! 
teacher in the public schools. The Sun- | 
7 School Times was my right hand. | 

I remember upon one occasion going | 
to St. Paul for a visit, and on Sunda 
went to a Presbyterian Sunday-school. 
I was taken into a class of young peo- 
ple eighteen or twenty years of age. A, 
beautiful woman, whose name have , 
forgotten, was teaching the class. The | 


Jordan with the Israelites. 

To my amazement this woman began 
tearing the lesson into shreds, and I 
discovered she was a Higher Critic. 

I was so frightened and dismayed that | 
I began to ask her questions and to re-| 
fute her arguments, She-became angry | 
and remarked that no one of culture 
believed those Old Testament tales; in 
fact, all who had not accepted the Higher 
Criticism of the Bible were nothing 
more nor less than fools. 

In those days, thanks to The Sunday 
School Times, I had at my tongue’s end 
the names of the Higher Critics of Ger- 
many, as well as of the noted men in 
the United States and elsewhere who 
were working against these. critics. . In 
argument, I cried, “Do you mean to 
call Dr. H. Clay Trumbull and Dr. So- 
and-So, and So-and-So fools?” We had 
a serious time, and of course I hadn’t 
done the polite thing, but I simply could 
not help it, I was so shocked. 

At noon I went to my boarding-house, 
and next to me sat the assistant pastor 
of that very church. I entered into con- 
versation with him, expecting of course 
to find him of the same mind as the 
teacher I had encountered. To my de- 
oon I found him as strong against 

gher Criticism as I, and when my 
husband told him of our experience that 
morning he was astounded. Before an- 
other moath had passed all the deacons 
had visited that class, one at a time, to 
: . if I was right, and they found it all 
true. Needless to say, she was deposed, 
f r that church was as staunch as any 
one could wish. 

After a few years I lost my hearing, 
and moved from Minnesota to New 
York City. I could no longer teach, and 
dropped out altogether from church-go- 
ing and Sunday-school. I found the 
churches honeycombed with disbelief in 
the infallibility of the Scriptures, and 
i found no place for myself anywhere. 
I went from church to church hoping to 
find a home, but was disappointed at 
every turn. 

One day I went with my daughter and 
her husband, who had become a Chris- 
tian, to an Episcopal‘church, as my son- 
in-law had been brought up in that de- 
nomination, and they too were looking 
for a church home. That week the min- 
ister called to see us. In the course of 
the conversation he spoke of his wife’s 
having ‘recently written a book which he 
was about to get published. 

I remarked that I, too, had just fin- 
ished a little volume, but I had been 
unsuccessful so far in getting a pub- 
lisher. He asked for the title of the 
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Drawn from That t is 
very extreme—too extreme for any 
publisher I have yet found,” I said. 

He then talked to me for at least an 
hour on the Higher Critigsm. I had 
read a great deal in that line, but I 
never had heard so scholarly an exposi- 
tien of its theories. 

When he had finished I said, “But 
what if the Bible should turn out to 
be the infallible Word of God after all 
these theories ?” 

“Then I think He has made a pretty 
poor mess of it,” he replied. 

_ L hesitate to write down that answer, 
it is so blasphemous. ‘We never went 
near that man again. . 

That was about five years ago; my 
daughter and her husband have not yet 
found a church home, but are putting 
all their energies into a Mission Sun- 
day-school, my daughter a teacher, and 
her husband the superintendent, and so 
it lately came to pass that they sub- 
scribed for The Sunday School Times. 

What do you think I did when they 
brought me the first number? I sat 
down and cried for joy. 


book, and I said, “An ience in 
Bendis’ the Ethie, unt the Conciamons 
Experience.” 
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SAY, FELLOWS!’ 


Here is a book, which for pertinency, 
struight-forwardness and outstanding 
common-sense about squaring one’s 
life with the example and teaching of 
Christ is one in ten thousand. With 
irrefutable logic Wade Smith demon- 
strates in these ‘‘ Bible Class Talks’’ 
the lasting satisfaction and the abid- 
ing happiness which form the rich 
heritage of the boy and the man who 
choose the Christian pathway. And 


SAY, FELLOWS! 


Each of the chapters of this book is a 
catchy worth-while thought-provoker 
which may be read on the train, in the 
street car, at any leisure moment. The 
messages they send home with uner- 
ring precision are illustrated by every- 
day experiences, couched in plain, 
unmistakable, familiar language. They 
emphasize the folly, both in young 
men and in old, of being worldly-wise 
and dollar-eyed. They point with 
intimate, yet unfailing, insistence to 
the high duty of ‘‘ playing the man." 
Best of all, they are crammed with an 
ineradicable sense of the lasting satis- 
faction experienced by every man who 
feels that he is reaching the mark. So 


SAY, FELLOWS! 


Get this book to-day and open it any- 
where. There is no question about 
your enjoying it! Wade Smith sim- 
ply button-holes you at once, and 
you are sure to hear him through 
- once you get started. Take our word 
for it—there is profit, enheartenment, 
counsel—and ‘‘ wisdom that is really 
wise’’ for you in these pages. You'll 
read it through and pass it on to many 
a younger brother, if you do what we 


SAY, FELLOWS! 


From the Publisher’s Announcement of Wade C 
Smith’s new book, Say, Fellows! The book 
consists of fifty of the best talks selected from Mr. 
Smith's weekly lesson department for boys, and 
may be had from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at $1.25, 
postpaid. A gift that every boy will appreciate. 














52. 


Bi Bd pe See oe ue nth 2 


$y has ee 
ti Paw hl AP: 


+a) 




















‘ ; 
%, 


tags. 1 cienanllt 


SOS 








Ss 


Es 
























The time for Vapo-Cresolene is at the first indica- 
tion of a cold or sore throat, which are so often 
the warnings of dangerous complications. 

Simple to use; you just light the little lamp that va- 
porizes the Cresolene and it near thebedat night. 

The soothing antiseptic vapor is breathed all night, 
making breathing easy, relieving the cough an 
easing the sore throat and congested chest 

Creselene is recommended for Whooping Cough, 
Spasmodic Croup, Influenza, Bronchitis, 
Coughs and Nasal Catarrh, ts germicidal qual- 
ities make it a reliable protection when these diseases 
are epidemic. It gives great relief in Asthma. 

Cresolene has been recommended and used for the it 

_42 years. The benefit derived from it is unquestionable. 








Sold by Send for descriptive booklet 47. 
E VAPO- LENE CO., 62 Cortlandt St., N 
THE VAPO ” ew 


York or Leeming-Miles Bldg., 


Gist of the 


By R. A. TORREY 
The old reliable vest-pocket S. $. Lesso@ 
Companion, World-famed for its coa- 









Full Bible text for all the Interna- \\ 
tional Lessons for 1922, with Analyses, 
and Daily Bible - \ 








Che Judsen Press \ 
1701-1703 Chesteat St., Philadelphia, 











Pa. 








You can be quickly cured, if you 


STAMMER 


Send 10 cents for 288-page book onStammering and 
Stuttering, ‘* Its Cause and Cure.”’ It tells how I 


cured myself after stammering 20 yrs.B.N.Bogue, 
eae ttOE Segne Bie, 1147 N. Mi. St., indianapolis. 


“THE JEWISH ERA” 


A BI-MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
“sh Propheci ‘ Truth 
devi, Events Work and Workers 
Zions Christin Lik 
50 cents per year—Sample free 
Every Believer Should Read It. 


THE CHICAGO HEBREW MISSION 
1311 So. Kedzie Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


Mr. Howard’s NewBooks 


WILL MAKE 


Good Christmas Presents 


Boy-Talks 

Just the.sort of straight little talks that 
@ man can have with the boys he knows 
best; intimate talks about the things every 
boy is “up against,"’ coming right from the 
heart of one who still remembers when he 
wes a boy. For parents to put in the hands 
of beys, or for pastors, Sunday-school teach- 
ers, or other speakers. for use in talking 
with boys. $1.50. 


When the Days Seem Dark 

A book of comfort and encouragement 
that will really help, because the author 
“understands.”” In these daysgof stress, not 




















only the afflicted, discouraged, or distressed | 


need comfort and encouragement, but every- 
body feels the need of light and guidance, 
This book gives it convincingly. $1.25. 


A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools 

Practical help on lesson preparation, 
knowing the pupil, securing attention, ask- 
ing questions, using illustrations, conducting 
reviews, getting the pupils to work, leading 
them to Christ. Simply told and practically 
illustrated from actual experience for the 
help of the untrained teacher. 75 cents. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


The Lure of the Leopard Skin 


By JoserHine Hopg WESTERVELT 





STIRRING tale of adventure in 

that part of Africa in which Roose- 
velt did his hunting for big game. 
An engrossing story that incidentally 
will provoke a real interest in foreign 
missions. 


$1.75, postpaid 





May be ordered from 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 











)> you ever read the Bible through 
in one year? Or did you ever read 
it through consecutively, from cover to 
cover, and did you do it intelligently 
and with real enjoyment, or was it in the 
nature of a “stunt”? There are saints 
of God who feed much upon the Word 
and more than cover its pages within the 
ear, but they are comparatively few. 
or the most part Christians are too 
prone to read and study the portions 
more familiar, and miss the precious 
nuggets of truth hidden in obscure 
places, and the wide and true spiritual 
vision that comes from a reverent fa- 


miliarity with the whole blessed mes- 


sage. 

fe is to meet this need that Mr. J. H. 
Smeeton has arranged his attractive 
“Once a Year” plan for Bible reading. 
For each day in the year there is as- 
signed a certain portion to be read, be- 
ginning January 1 with the first chapter 
of Genesis. Each portion is usually from 
two to four chapters, and covers the en- 
tire Bible in just one year, There is 
also a Supplement for Children’s Read- 
ing and Family Worship, and the whole 
comprises a book of forty pages, but 
printed on such thin pepet that it can 
easily be kept in the Bible itself. _ 

A key-thought or key-word is given 
to each of the books of the Bible, and 
the natural divisions, or themes, are also 

iven, as “Life of Abraham,” “Life of 
Isaac,” and so on. For example, in the 
book of Numbers, the key-word is “Wil- 
derness,” and the divisions are: The Cen- 
sus, From Sinai to Kadesh, Back to the 
Wilderness, After the Wilderness, Re- 
view and Final Instructions. In addi- 
tion to this, and of unusual interest, 
is the brief characterization and analysis 
of the chapters or portions of chapters, 
which in itself constitutes a most valu- 
able aid to Bible study, opening up the 
treasures of the Word to thousands who 
have followed this. plan. 

Mr. Smeeton is a missionary of the 
Algiers Mission Band, with headquar- 
ters- at. 2 Rue. du Croissant, Algiers, 
North Africa. This Band has for some 
thirty years been working in that diffi- 
cult field among the Moslems, and car- 
ries on a wide and varied ministry, bring- 
ing men, women, and children to a sav- 
ing knowledge of Christ, and bringing 
light and joy into darkened hearts and 
homes. Mr. Smeeton himself is much 
interested in teaching Braille Arabic to 
some blind beggars, for whom he has 
translated much of the Gospel of John. 

His missionary interest reaches all 
around the world, and he has prepared 
a “Once a Week” prayer plan for mis- 
sionary intercession, and this plan is 
also being followed by an increasing 
number of Christians, But his “Once a 
Year” Bible reading plan has followed 
his prayers around the globe, and has 
been translated into a number of lan- 
gua es, including some of the vernacu- 
ar languages of India. Perhaps the lat- 
est translation is into the Phonetic Script 
of China. Mr. Smeeton and others are 
praying that the first 5,000 copies may 
be sent to the wonderful Christian Chi- 
nese army of General Feng. Will you not 
want to have a part in this prayer that 
God will marvelously bless and use this 
booklet and the fresh interest in the 
study of the Word of God which is sure 
to follow? 

Back of all the blessed activity of 
Mr, Smeeton’s life in these later years, 
when most men have retired from active 
service — he is now seventy-two years of 
age -—there are many years of faithful 
Bible study and a deep devotional prayer 
life. To some of his personal friends 
he has revealed some of the secrets of 
the Bible study which has so enriched 
his own life and overflowed with bless- 
ing to others. 

n the Family Worship Supplement 
of this once-a-week plan, giving a brief 
portion to be read aloud, there is given 
a key-verse. for memorizing each_ day. 
But in Mr. Smeeton’s own personal Bible 
study he follows a plan of his own, 
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Will You Read the Whole Bible in 1922? 


\ Not as « “stunt,” but a “study” By Laura Z. Le Fevre } 


rthe complete verse which he has mem- 
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which he conserves in a little vest-pocket 
note-book, and it may suggest an inter- 
esting plan to others. He selects from 
the reading portion a memory verse ; this 
he has boiled down.to a phrase of just 
a few words, which he writes in his 
note-book, and in this ae vg he under- 
lines the presctone word. At the end of: 
the month he needs simply recall the 
thirty or thirty-one key-words, this 
bringing back the phrase, and recalling 


orized. For example: 


1. In the beginning God — Genesis 1 : 1. 

2. Enoch walked with God — Genesis 5 : 22. 

3. Come thou into the ark — Genesis 7 :1. 

4 I will bless thee and thou shalt be a 
blessing — Genesis 12: 1. 

5. So shall thy seed be. And he believed 
God — Genesis 15 : 56. 

6. Is anything too hard for the Lord? — Gen- 
esis 18 : 14. 


Another rich and + ey study is 
the recording of the title, or name, or 
aspect by which God is revealed in each 
day’s reading portion. It  blessedly 
brings to mind additional light on the 
character of God, as, for instance, in 
the month of January: 


1. Jehovah Elohim — Genesis 2: 4. 

2. Spirit — Genesis 6 : 3. 

3. Rememberer — Genesis 8 : 1. 

4. Blesser — Genesis 12: 2. 

5. El Shaddat—- Genesis 17: 1. 

6. Judge — Genesis 18 : 25, 

gy. Jehovah Jireh— Genesis 22: 14. 

8. God of Heaven and earth — Genesis 24 : 3. 
9g. Entreated One — Genesis 25 : 21. 
10. Thy father’s God— Genesis 28 : 13. 
11. God of Bethel — Genesis 31 : 13. 





12. Peniel, face to face — Genesis 32 : 30. 
13. Answerer — Genesis 3s : 3. 
14. Prosperer — Genesis 39 : 23. 

15. Saviour of the world— Genesis 41 : 45. 
16. Surety — Genesis 43: 9. 

17. Mighty One — Genesis 46: 2. | 
18, Shepherd — Genesis 48 : 15. 


20. I Am — Exodus 3: 14. 

21. Your God — Exodus 6: 7. 

God of the Hebrews — Exodus 9 : 13. 
Leader — Exodus ‘13 : 18. 

My salvation — Exodus 15: 2. 
Jealous God — Exodus 20: 5. 
Gracious — Exodus 22: 27. 

Devouring Fire — Exodus 24: 17. 
Priest forever — Exodus 28 : ao. 
Jehovah — Exodus 29 : 46. 

Forgiving — Exodus 34 : 6. 

Filler with His Spirit — Exodus 3g : 30. 


19. All-Sufficient — Genesis 49 : 25. | 


FESRIBAESE 


These two little word studies are not 
contained in the “Once a Year” booklet, 
but they will give an idea of the quality 
of the illuminating analyses in which the 
booklet-abounds. 

This booklet can be used perennially, 
and the study grows richer from year to 
year. Some follow the “Once a Year” 
plan every other year, and alternate with 
a year of deep, intensive study of some 
portions, and the booklet is equally help- 
ful whether for consecutive reading or 
intensive study. (The Sunday School 
Times Co., Philadelphia, $2 a dozens $15 
a hundred; 20 cents each.) 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


How Kanamori is Evangelizing 
the Land of Japan 


VERY practical plan for evangeliz- 

ing his beloved Japan is that of the 
Rev. Paul M. Kanamori. In acknowl- 
edging a recent note from the President 
of The Sunday School Times Company, 
which contained a remittance of $1 


towards his work, contributed by Sun-| 
day School Times readers, Mr. Kana-| 


mori said: “With this donation I can dis- 
tribute my new “Three Hour Sermon,’ 
a book published in the Japanese lan- 
guage, of 96 pages, containing 56,700 
words, to the amount of 8,000 copies. 
That is, 8,000 heathen can hear the Gos- 
pel of the Lord Jesus Christ as the re- 
sult of this donation. I have made spe- 
cial arrangement with my Japanese 
printer for publishing my book at two 
and a half cents a copy. So contribu- 
tions from your readers mean that every 
nickel will let him preach my ‘Three 
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Hour Sermon’ to at least two persons in 
Japan! I am now trying to distribute 
my book as widely as I can.” 

Any further gifts for er ys to evan- 
gelize Japan in this way will be received 
by The Sunday School Times Company, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, and 
forwarded to Mr. Kanamori. 
p 











“CLOAN'S always fixes me up in a jiffy. A 
warming slap of Sloan's Liniment and 
Pains and aches soon ome a memory." 
Good for all exposure aches and pains, rheu- 
—— er Sechashen, | iy nd ints, 
ains and strains, uggi 
35e, 70c, $1.40. ’ -— 
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BRONZE 121£1s 


Free Book of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, fcuvac  mihins 

















Individual Cups 
Every charch should use. Clean and sanitary. Trial free, 
Thomas Communion Service Co. Box $ Lima, Ohte 








Individual Communion Cups 


List of thousands of churches using our cups and Free 
CATALOG. with quotations sent upon request. 


SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO. 7th St, ROCHESTER, W. Y. 











These great hymns still live. 


Do-you know their story ? 
HOLD THE FORT had its origin in a message 
wigwayged from mountain to mountain during 
the Civil War. 
ONE SWEETLY SOLEMN THOUGHT re- 


formed a veteran gambler in far-off China. 


And do you know the story back of 
these hymns 7 
A Shelter in the Time of Storm 
Blest Be the Tie That Binds 
1 d Assurance 
Dare to Be a Daniel 
From Greeniand’s icy Mountaias 
How Firm a Poundation 
Love to Tell the Story 
Jesus Lover of My Soul 
Just asi Am 
My Country ’Tis of Thee 
The Ninety and Nine 


MY LIFE AND THE STORY OF 
THE GOSPEL HYMNS 


By Ira D. Sankey 
Will tell you all about them, and about almost 
two handed other often-used hymns. 
| 2 J. 








ble for the gelist or leader. 

Exceptionally useful as an aid to the 
pastor or superintendent. 

A beautiful gift for father or mother who 
knew M: and Sankey as the foremost 
evangelistic powers of their generation. 

410 pages, with 24 portraits of famous 
sacred composers 
TWO DOLLARS 

THE SUNDAY SCHOUL TIMES COMPANY 

to3z Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 























Organs 
for any purpose 


This is the oldest organ 
company in the country. 

We make organs for 
every purpose, for 
church, Sunday-school, 


chapel, lodge and the 
home, and of every size 
-and character from a 
small portable folding 
organ up to a great pipe 
organ. 
Wewanttocorrespond 
with anyone wanting an 
organ and to send a 
catalogue on request. 


ESTEY 
Organ Company 


DEPT. C. 
Brattleboro, Vermont. 














RODEHEAVER PUBLICATIONS 
VICTORY SONGS 95, 123,23", 22" 


pd A me our Mr. — 
odeheaver—unsurpas sed 
for general church and relig- 
ious purposes. 288 pages of 
choice music new songs. 
Price reduced to a5c manta 
—3oc limp—4oc cloth, in 
quantities not prepaid. ‘Sin- 
le copies — 30c manila = a5 
fimp and 4s5c Hoth, postpai 
AWAKENING SONGS, 256 pages; 
SONGS FOR SERVICE 288 pages: 
Same rates asVictorySongs.JOY - 
FUL PRAISE, 128 pgs. adapted 
= to all religious services, 250 limp— 
manila postpaid single copies; 
20c limp, 150 manila, not prepaid 
in quantities. 
RAINBOW SACRED RECORDS—85c each—Ask for list. 
Write for complete catalog. 
THE RODEHEAVER COMPANY 
605 McClurg Bidg. Dept.V, 814 Walnut St. 
Chicago, Ill. Philadelphia, Pa. 














TABERNACLE HYMNS NO. 2 


Largest and most Complete Collection of Gospel 
Hymns available today. 320 Pages, 351 Sengs. 


ist EDITION SOLD RECORD TIME 


FINEST AND MOST DURABLE BINDINGS. . 
Art Buckram $55 per 100 Manta $38 per 100 
Ast Buckram each. la 30c each. 


vee ope mailed on pyres 
Tabernacle Publishing | ey 
Room 1206 : 29 Seuth La Salle Street ; CHICAGO 


_ SCIENTIFIC HOMILETICS 








Scientific Discourse ers in Preaching. 
Scientific Didactics For Bi ag toners in Tea 
ing. Method in Authorship For Beginners = 
bg mal Science of Truth for Beginners in 


The One Method gives the rudiments of universal 
literature admitting science into all higher learning. 
By Correspondence in five Books, putting best training 
into the home of Preacher, Teacher, Author and Bible 
Student. New, not taught in the schools. For informa- 


tion, address 
G. 8. ANDERSON, Selma, Ala. 








PAY US MONTHLY 


Scofield Reference Bible 


$1.00 Down and $1.00 Moatn 
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR THIS 
EQUALS A COURSE IN BIBLE STUDY 
Bibles sent anywhere, postpaid 
Send for Catalogue. Agents Wanted 
NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
427 S. Dearborn, Chicago, Ill. 














Simpson Bible Institute 


101 West 58th St., Seattle, Washington. 


Under the direction of the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance. ° 


A place for training 
and Foreign service. 


Christian workers for Home 


WwW. Ww. NEWBERRY, Dean. 


5 ey ESSON ILLUSTRATORS? 
2. 
lesson 





is only $1.00 for a whole year—LESS THAN 


Don’t miss it! Marion I awrance says: ‘* There 

is no other I like as well.”” Samplecopy free. 

158 Fifth Avenue, New York. a 
Seeetetelll 





For Family Worship 
By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read 
tage on the International Usiform Sunday 
Lasneas, fos 
Sunday School 
The Great Com: 
La Salle Street, Chicage, 
for its 
wwitiies mn are His. 
free in the Lerd for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its effice 
calls fer in 
sya and 
God's guidance = ners 
Editor of nday Scheol 
Pray Out the Old Year 


HE a og ~ rr ae of 1921 
later the Week of Prayer, 
multitudes of God’s children praying for 
> ame awakening. During the year 
e number of intercessors has con- 
tinued to increase, and it -is the con- 
viction of the writer that the closing 
moments of the year will witness a 
far greater number pleading with God 
for revival. Many Watch Night serv- 
ices ushered in 1921. Should there not 
be a Watch Night service next Satur- 
day night in every church represented in 
our Sunday School Times family? -If 
your church is not open to such a serv- 
ice, why not open your home, and gather 
together a few friends to spend at least 
the last two hours in prayer? Did you 
begin 1921 in intercession? It is not 
too late to end it thus, and to begin and 
continue 1922 in the outpouring of your 
spirit to God for the outpouring of his 
Spirit upon you and upon the Church at 

large. Make this a week of prayer. 


December 26 to January 1 
Mon.—1 Samuel 8: 10-18. Samuel’s Warning. 


Samuel’s warning was God’s warn- 
ing (v. 10). It was explicit, as God’s 
warnings always are. The people heard, 
but heeded not. They listened, not sub- 
missively, but in self-will (v. 19). They 
were led astray by exactly the same 
influences that lead men and nations 
astray to-day. (See verse 20.) 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
opening of Israel’s hearts to the Gospel 
of Christ. Pray for Gentile evangeliza- 
tion. Pray for unity in the body of 
Christian believers. Pray “that the word 
of the Lord may have free course and 
be glorified.” Pray for all Bible houses, 
all colporteurs, all tract societies, 
Tues.—1 Kings 12 : 6-15. 

Foolish Counsel Followed. 

The old men counseled: “Be a serv- 
ant unto this people this day, then they 
will be thy servants for ever.” But the 
young men counseled tryannical lordship. 
To serve is to be served, but to tyran- 
nize is to invite revolt. First Israel 
(yesterday's reading), then _ Israel’s 
ng te ¢ astray by not following wise 
counsel, 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
rising generation, that they may reme 
bet their Creator in the days of the 
youth, and may learn to seek God’s wis 
dom rather than man’s. Pray for the 
young people of your home, your church, 

our community. Pray for a new and 

tter type of hristion. citizenship. 
Wed.—1 Kings 11 : 29-39. 
The Revolt Foretold. 

To begin well is not necessarily to 
continue or end well. In the beginning 
of Solomon’s reign the people served Je- 
hovah faithfully, as they had done under 
David. But when Solomon lapsed, the 
people lapsed. How far-reaching the in- 
fluence of rulers! “When the righteous 
are in authority, the people rejoice.’ 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for our 
Christian President, and for Atu Chris- 
tian rulers everywhere. ray for every 
misgoverned nation, and for every mis- 
governed community in our own nation, 
Pray that justice.and equity may prevail 
in all places of authority. 

Thurs.—1 Kings 12 : 16-28. 
The Revolt Accomplished. 

Rehoboam’s folly was not long in be- 
coming apparent. Failure to follow wise 
counsel has wrecked many an otherwise 





promising career. The counsel of the 












When a Federal Bureau reminds 
you that children -should not 
drink coffee or tea—why not think 
of your own health? 














not drink coffee or tea. 















The Federal Bureau of Edutation includes 
in its rules to promote health among the Nation's 
school children, the warning that children should 


The reason is well known. Coffée and tea 
contain drugs which stimulate and often over- 
excite the nerves, and so upset health, 


The harm is by no means confined to chil- 
dren, as any doctor can tell you. 


z If health is valuable to childhood, it is valu- 
able always. If harm to health should be avoided - 
until bodies grow up, is it worth taking a chance 

























Postum Cereal (in 











with health when bodies have grown up? 


You can have that delicious and satisfying 
cereal beverage, Postum, with any meal, and be 
safe—you, and the children, too. There’s charm 
without harm in Postum. 


Postum eomes in two forms: Instant Podstum (in tins) 
made instantly in the cup by the addition of boiling water. 
packages of larger bulk, for those who 
prefer to make the drink while the meal is being prepared) 
made by boiling for 20 minutes. Sold by all grocers, 
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The road to health is a good road 
for anybody to follow 

















old is almost invariably safer than that 
of the young. But there is One always 
accessible, and his counsel always de- 
pendable, (Psalm 33: 11 and James 1: 5.) 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
molders of public opinion, all pastors 
and teachers, all editors and educators, 
all speakers "and writers, ell leaders of 
men. Pray for a putting away of levity, 
and a revival of far more serious think- 
ing, as in the constant presence of God. 


Fri.—Daniel 4: 30-37. A King Humbled. 


Four stages in Nebuchadnezzar’s ex- 
perience: (1) Great pride (v. 30); (2) 
great abasemerit (vs. 31-33); (3) true 
ymosge™ ve $4, 35); (4) true worship 
(vs. 3 en the wrong king was 
(ve. 2 30); judgment fell; when the right 
King was worshiped, great honor came. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that God 

pe be recognized and worshiped as the 
rightful sovereign of every human heart, 
whether high or low. Pray that the 
time will soon come when “salvation, and 
strength, and the kingdom of our God, 
and the power of his Christ” will be 
known ‘from the river to the ends of 
the earth.” 

Sat.—Romans 13 : 1-7. . 
Rulers are God’s Ministers. 

Bolshevism ‘has no place in God’s or- 
der. God never intended any man to be 
a law unto himself. Self-will breeds 
confusion, and anarchy and war, and 
hell.. From Paradise to the tribulation 
period the egoism of man, always in re- 
volt,.has left a long trail of sin and suf- 
fering and death. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that this 
365th day of 1921 may be the very best 
of the year, and of your life thus far. 
Live-it to the glory of God. Point some 
soul -to Christ. to-day. Remember the 
Watch Night meeting to-night. Pray for 
revival in and the. building up of the 
body, of Christ. 

Sun.732 Samuel 23 : 1-7. 
The Model for All Rulers. 

Not raised up of himself, but anointed 
of God. Not self-instructed, but divinely 
instructed. Not unjust, but just... Not 
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ruling in the fear of man a “ God. 
This, said . David, is “all my désire.” 

Read Acts 13:22 and 2 Chronicles 16:9, 
and make personal application through 
all of 1922. 


Prayer Succestions: Begin the New 
Year in prayer and praise to God. Be- 
gin it on your knees. Begin it in 
supplication for your family, your 
church, your fellow-members of the 
body ‘of Christ. See no man this 
year save Jesus only._Let the cross mean 
to you what God intended it to mean. 
Observe this “Week of Prayer.” 
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have $25 or more to incest, write 
our booklet, “6% and Safety.” 
CALVERT MORTGAGE Co. 
vert Bidg., Baltimore. Md. 
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TO CORRECT AN ERROR ! 
The Practical Commentary 


Seoeieen, Win ae tor e's IS 
$4 








value offered to-day. 


Its high spiritual tone has endeared 
this popular handbook to thousands 
of readers. Its reliability, its apt- 
ness of exposition and suggestive- 








ness are well known. 
FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
158 Fifth Ave., New York. 17 N. Wabash Ave., Chicage 


THE BOY PROBLEM 


will never be solved without Christ. The Boys’ Brigade 

is the largest Christian organization on earth for boys. 

Send for free booklet. 

BOYS’ BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS 
Lafayette Square, imore, . 
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